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Examining how war has defined modern America, this text argues that America's intense preoccupation with
war emerged on the eve of World War II, marking a turning point as important as the Revolution, the end of
the frontier, and other watersheds in American history. In the 60 years since the war, says Sherry,
militarization has reshaped every facet of American life: its politics, economics, culture, social relations and
place in the world. According to Sherry, America's militarization began partly in response to threatening
forces and changes abroad, but its internal sources and consequences in the long run proved more telling.
War - as threat, necessity, or model of unified action - persistently justified the state's growing size, power
and activism. But as national government waged "war on poverty", "war on AIDS" and "war on drugs", it
fostered expectations of "victory" that it could not fulfill, aggravating the very distrust of federal authority
that leaders sought to overcome and encouraging Americans to conceive of war as something they waged
against each other rather than against enemies abroad. The paradigm of war thereby corroded Americans'
faith in national government and embittered their conflicts over class, race, gender, religion, and the nation's
very meaning. Sherry concludes by speculating on the possibility of ending America's long attachment to
war.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Kirklin:

With other case, little men and women like to read book In the Shadow of War: The United States since the
1930s. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important
the book In the Shadow of War: The United States since the 1930s. You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From
your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could
know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book.
You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Colleen Nguyen:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important for us. The book In the Shadow of War: The United States since the 1930s was making you
to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The book In the Shadow of War: The United States since the 1930s is not only giving you more new
information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read
your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book In the Shadow of War: The United States since the
1930s. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Linda Hill:

The actual book In the Shadow of War: The United States since the 1930s has a lot of information on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Joseph Lafond:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The In the Shadow
of War: The United States since the 1930s will give you a new experience in reading a book.
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