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When the Puritans arrived in the New World to carry out the colonization they saw as divinely mandated,
they were confronted by the American wilderness. Part of their theology led them to view the natural
environment as “a temple of God” in which they should glorify and serve its creator. The larger prevailing
theological view, however, saw this vast continent as “the Devil’s Territories” needing to be conquered and
cultivated for God’s Kingdom. These contradictory designations gave rise to an ambivalence regarding the
character of this land and humanity’s proper relation to it.

 

Loving God’s Wildness rediscovers the environmental roots of America’s Puritan heritage. In tracing this
history, Jeffrey Bilbro demonstrates how the dualistic Christianity that the Puritans brought to America led
them to see the land as an empty wilderness that God would turn into a productive source of marketable
commodities. Bilbro carefully explores the effect of this dichotomy in the nature writings of Henry David
Thoreau, John Muir, Willa Cather, and Wendell Berry.

 

Thoreau, Muir, Cather, and Berry imaginatively developed the Puritan theological tradition to propose
practical, physical means by which humans should live and worship within the natural temple of God’s
creation. They reshaped Puritan dualism, each according to the particular needs of his or her own ecological
and cultural contexts, into a theology that demands care for the entire created community. While differing in
their approaches and respective ecological ethics, the four authors Bilbro examines all share the conviction
that God remains active in creation and that humans ought to relinquish their selfish ends to participate in his
wild ecology.

 

Loving God’s Wildness fills a critical gap in literary criticism and environmental studies by offering a
sustained, detailed argument regarding how Christian theology has had a profound and enduring legacy in
shaping the contours of the American ecological imagination. Literary critics, scholars of religion and
environmental studies, and thoughtful Christians who are concerned about environmental issues will profit
from this engaging new book.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Nelson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed
Loving God's Wildness: The Christian Roots of Ecological Ethics in American Literature? Maybe it is for
being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book,
you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Eleanor Bender:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Loving God's Wildness: The Christian Roots of
Ecological Ethics in American Literature can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Oliver Lyle:

Beside this Loving God's Wildness: The Christian Roots of Ecological Ethics in American Literature in your
phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Loving God's Wildness: The Christian Roots of
Ecological Ethics in American Literature because this book offers to your account readable information. Do
you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen
if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from now!

Joel Peterson:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Loving God's Wildness: The Christian Roots of
Ecological Ethics in American Literature was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book Loving God's Wildness: The Christian Roots of Ecological Ethics in American Literature has many
kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you
feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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