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The many books on globalization published over the past few years range from claims that the world is flat
to an unlikely rehabilitation of Genghis Khan as a pioneer of global commerce. Missing from these accounts
is a consideration of the technologies behind the creation of the globalized economy. What makes it possible
for us to move billions of tons of raw materials and manufactured goods from continent to continent? Why
are we able to fly almost anywhere on the planet within twenty-four hours? In Prime Movers of
Globalization, Vaclav Smil offers a history of two key technical developments that have driven
globalization: the high-compression non-sparking internal combustion engines invented by Rudolf Diesel in
the 1890s and the gas turbines designed by Frank Whittle and Hans-Joachim Pabst von Ohain in the 1930s.
The massive diesel engines that power cargo ships and the gas turbines that propel jet engines, Smil argues,
are more important to the global economy than any corporate structure or international trade agreement. Smil
compares the efficiency and scale of these two technologies to prime movers of the past, including the sail
and the steam engine. The lengthy processes of development, commercialization, and diffusion that the
diesel engine and the gas turbine went through, he argues, provide perfect examples of gradual technical
advances that receive little attention but have resulted in epochal shifts in global affairs and the global
economy.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher McCrady:

The book Prime Movers of Globalization: The History and Impact of Diesel Engines and Gas Turbines (MIT
Press) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book
can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can
make looking at a book Prime Movers of Globalization: The History and Impact of Diesel Engines and Gas
Turbines (MIT Press) to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase
your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a
e-book Prime Movers of Globalization: The History and Impact of Diesel Engines and Gas Turbines (MIT
Press). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how
do you think about this e-book?

Frank Wimmer:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
Prime Movers of Globalization: The History and Impact of Diesel Engines and Gas Turbines (MIT Press).

James Wendler:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this Prime Movers of Globalization: The History and Impact of Diesel Engines and Gas Turbines (MIT
Press) can make you sense more interested to read.

Timothy Holeman:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your



understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for
the Prime Movers of Globalization: The History and Impact of Diesel Engines and Gas Turbines (MIT Press)
when you necessary it?
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