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How many words are there in the English language and where were they born? Why does spelling 'wobble'
and why do meanings change? How do words behave towards each other - and how do we behave towards
words? And what does this all mean for dictionary-making in the 21st century?

This entertaining book has the up-to-date and authoritative answers to all the key questions about our
language. Using evidence provided by the world's largest language databank, the Oxford English Corpus,
Butterfield exposes the English language's peculiarities and penchants, its development and difficulties,
revealing exactly how it operates. Interpolating his expert knowledge of dictionary-making, Butterfield
explains how dictionaries decide which words to include, how they find definitions,
and how a Corpus influences the process.

Whether you are happy to give the language free rein (free reign?), or whether you are more straight-laced
(strait-laced?) when it comes to change, you will be amazed at what is revealed when the English language
goes buck naked. (Or should that be butt naked?)
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From reader reviews:

Susan Metcalf:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this Damp Squid: The
English Language Laid Bare.

Angela Hampton:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Damp Squid: The English Language Laid
Bare can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and
make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other
make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Damp Squid: The English Language Laid Bare.

Mark Gibson:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By
book Damp Squid: The English Language Laid Bare we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with
your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book Damp Squid: The English Language Laid Bare.
You can more attractive than now.

Kimberly Dyer:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Damp Squid: The English
Language Laid Bare to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy
you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for
you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Damp Squid: The English Language Laid
Bare can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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