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The status of women in the ancient Judaism of the Hebrew Bible and Rabbinic texts has long been a
contested issue. What does being a Jewess entail in antiquity? Men in ancient Jewish culture are defined
primarily by what duties they are expected to perform, the course of action that they take. The Jewess, in
contrast, is bound by stricture.

Writing on the formation and transformation of the ideology of female Jewishness in the ancient world,
Zlotnick places her treatment in a broad, comparative, Mediterranean context, bringing in parallels from
Greek and Roman sources. Drawing on episodes from the Hebrew Bible and on Midrashic, Mishnaic, and
Talmudic texts, she pays particular attention to the ways in which they attempt to determine the boundaries
of communal affiliation through real and perceived differences between Israelites, or Jews, on one hand and
non-Israelites, or Gentiles, on the other.

Women are often associated in the sources with the forbidden, and foreign women are endowed with a
curious freedom of action and choice that is hardly ever shared by their Jewish counterparts. Delilah, for
instance, is one of the most autonomous women in the Bible, appearing without patronymic or family ties.
She also brings disaster. Dinah, the Jewess, by contrast, becomes an agent of self-destruction when she goes
out to mingle with gentile female friends. In ancient Judaism the lessons of such tales were applied as rules
to sustain membership in the family, the clan, and the community.

While Zlotnick's central project is to untangle the challenges of sex, gender, and the formation of national
identity in antiquity, her book is also a remarkable study of intertextual relations within the Jewish literary
tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Warden:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Dinah's Daughters: Gender and Judaism from the Hebrew Bible to Late
Antiquity book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer
to you. The writer regarding Dinah's Daughters: Gender and Judaism from the Hebrew Bible to Late
Antiquity content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking Dinah's
Daughters: Gender and Judaism from the Hebrew Bible to Late Antiquity is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

David Earnest:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just
watching TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent the whole day to reading a reserve. The book Dinah's Daughters: Gender and Judaism from the Hebrew
Bible to Late Antiquity it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They
were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy
the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly
but this book features high quality.

George Medrano:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read will be Dinah's Daughters: Gender and Judaism from the Hebrew Bible to Late Antiquity.

Jere Bingham:

Beside this Dinah's Daughters: Gender and Judaism from the Hebrew Bible to Late Antiquity in your phone,
it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Dinah's Daughters: Gender and Judaism from the Hebrew
Bible to Late Antiquity because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but



you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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