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On the first day of Francisco de San Antonio's trial before the Spanish Inquisition in Toledo in 1625, his
interrogators asked him about his parentage. His real name, he stated, was Abram Rubén, and he had been
born in Fez of Jewish parents. How then, Inquisitors wanted to know, had he become a Christian convert?
Why had a Hebrew alphabet been found in his possession? And what was his business at the Court in
Madrid? "He was asked," according to his dossier, "for the story of his life." His response, more than ten
folios long, is one of the many involuntary autobiographies created by the logic of the Inquisition that today
provides rich insights into both the personal lives of the persecuted and the social, cultural, and political
realities of the age.

In Inquisitorial Inquiries, Richard Kagan and Abigail Dyer have collected, translated, and annotated six of
these autobiographies from a diverse group of prisoners, five tried in Europe and one in Mexico. Each of the
autobiographies has been selected to represent a particular political or social issue, while at the same time
raising more intimate questions about the religious, sexual, political, or national identity of the prisoners.
Among them are a politically incendiary prophet; a self-proclaimed hermaphrodite charged with having
violated the sacrament of marriage for having married a woman; a female convert to Catholicism who
betrayed her Jewish origins by serving as a rabbi and preaching heretical doctrine in the New World; and a
morisco, an Islamic convert to Catholicism who claimed to have been circumcised against his will. In their
introduction, Kagan and Dyer stress the "collaborative" nature of these texts, stressing the coercion involved
and the purpose of the interrogations that solicited them. Making these invaluable primary sources available
for the first time in English, Inquisitorial Inquiries will be of interest to students and scholars in the fields of
early modern Europe, colonial Latin America, gender studies, and religious history.
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From reader reviews:

Yadira Singh:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Inquisitorial Inquiries: Brief Lives of
Secret Jews and Other Heretics (Heroes and Villains Series) is our recommendation to help you keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Sonia Cancel:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Inquisitorial
Inquiries: Brief Lives of Secret Jews and Other Heretics (Heroes and Villains Series) suitable to you? The
book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled Inquisitorial Inquiries: Brief Lives of
Secret Jews and Other Heretics (Heroes and Villains Series)is the main one of several books which everyone
read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you
will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you
a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Maria Hughes:

The reserve untitled Inquisitorial Inquiries: Brief Lives of Secret Jews and Other Heretics (Heroes and
Villains Series) is the publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve
content that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something
is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Inquisitorial
Inquiries: Brief Lives of Secret Jews and Other Heretics (Heroes and Villains Series) from the publisher to
make you far more enjoy free time.

Jeffrey Cooks:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Inquisitorial Inquiries: Brief
Lives of Secret Jews and Other Heretics (Heroes and Villains Series) that give your pleasure preference will
be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity
for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Inquisitorial
Inquiries: Brief Lives of Secret Jews and Other Heretics (Heroes and Villains Series) become your starter.
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