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A man murders his wife after she has admitted her infidelity; another man kills an openly gay teammate after
receiving a massage; a third man, white, goes for a jog in a “bad” neighborhood, carrying a pistol, and shoots
an African American teenager who had his hands in his pockets. When brought before the criminal justice
system, all three men argue that they should be found “not guilty”; the first two use the defense of
provocation, while the third argues he used his gun in self-defense.

Drawing upon these and similar cases, Cynthia Lee shows how two well-established, traditional criminal law
defenses—the doctrines of provocation and self-defense—enable majority-culture defendants to justify their
acts of violence. While the reasonableness requirement, inherent in both defenses, is designed to allow
community input and provide greater flexibility in legal decision-making, the requirement also allows
majority-culture defendants to rely on dominant social norms, such as masculinity, heterosexuality, and race
(i.e., racial stereotypes), to bolster their claims of reasonableness. At the same time, Lee examines other
cases that demonstrate that the reasonableness requirement tends to exclude the perspectives of minorities,
such as heterosexual women, gays and lesbians, and persons of color.

Murder and the Reasonable Man not only shows how largely invisible social norms and beliefs influence
the outcomes of certain criminal cases, but goes further, suggesting three tentative legal reforms to address
problems of bias and undue leniency. Ultimately, Lee cautions that the true solution lies in a change in social
attitudes.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Allen:

The book Murder and the Reasonable Man: Passion and Fear in the Criminal Courtroom (Critical America)
will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Murder and the
Reasonable Man: Passion and Fear in the Criminal Courtroom (Critical America) is much recommended to
you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Martha Holt:

The reason? Because this Murder and the Reasonable Man: Passion and Fear in the Criminal Courtroom
(Critical America) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it
will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write
the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such
as help improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book?
If I were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Virginia Benson:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Murder and the Reasonable Man: Passion and Fear in
the Criminal Courtroom (Critical America) can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You
are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these textbooks have than the others?

John Rivera:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. From the book
Murder and the Reasonable Man: Passion and Fear in the Criminal Courtroom (Critical America) we can
acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your
life at this book Murder and the Reasonable Man: Passion and Fear in the Criminal Courtroom (Critical
America). You can more appealing than now.
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