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A lively and lyrical account of one woman’s unlikely apprenticeship on a national-park trail crew and
what she discovers about nature, gender, and the value of hard work
 
Christine Byl first encountered the national parks the way most of us do: on vacation. But after she graduated
from college, broke and ready for a new challenge, she joined a Glacier National Park trail crew as a
seasonal “traildog” maintaining mountain trails for the millions of visitors Glacier draws every year. Byl first
thought of the job as a paycheck, a summer diversion, a welcome break from “the real world” before going
on to graduate school. She came to find out that work in the woods on a trail crew was more demanding,
more rewarding—more real—than she ever imagined.
 
During her first season, Byl embraces the backbreaking difficulty of the work, learning how to clear trees,
move boulders, and build stairs in the backcountry. Her first mentors are the colorful characters with whom
she works—the packers, sawyers, and traildogs from all walks of life—along with the tools in her hands:
axe, shovel, chainsaw, rock bar. As she invests herself deeply in new work, the mountains, rivers, animals,
and weather become teachers as well. While Byl expected that her tenure at the parks would be temporary,
she ends up turning this summer gig into a decades-long job, moving from Montana to Alaska, breaking
expectations—including her own—that she would follow a “professional” career path.
 
Returning season after season, she eventually leads her own crews, mentoring other trail dogs along the way.
In Dirt Work, Byl probes common assumptions about the division between mental and physical labor,
“women’s work” and “men’s work,” white collars and blue collars. The supposedly simple work of digging
holes, dropping trees, and blasting snowdrifts in fact offers her an education of the hands and the head, as
well as membership in an utterly unique subculture. Dirt Work is a contemplative but unsentimental look at
the pleasures of labor, the challenges of apprenticeship, and the way a place becomes a home.
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From reader reviews:

Wayne Martin:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
large amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
do you possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is definitely Dirt Work: An Education in the Woods.

Dennis Mock:

The book untitled Dirt Work: An Education in the Woods contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new
period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so
you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Nancy Royals:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book and also novel and Dirt Work: An Education in the
Woods or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Dirt Work: An Education in the Woods to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Travis Smith:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on
this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this Dirt Work: An Education in the Woods can make you feel more interested to read.
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