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The Amazon is not what it seems. As Hugh Raffles shows us in this captivating and innovative book, the
world's last great wilderness has been transformed again and again by human activity. In Amazonia brings to
life an Amazon whose allure and reality lie as much, or more, in what people have made of it as in what
nature has wrought. It casts new light on centuries of encounter while describing the dramatic remaking of a
sweeping landscape by residents of one small community in the Brazilian Amazon. Combining richly
textured ethnographic research and lively historical analysis, Raffles weaves a fascinating story that changes
our understanding of this region and challenges us to rethink what we mean by "nature."

Raffles draws from a wide range of material to demonstrate--in contrast to the tendency to downplay human
agency in the Amazon--that the region is an outcome of the intimately intertwined histories of humans and
nonhumans. He moves between a detailed narrative that analyzes the production of scientific knowledge
about Amazonia over the centuries and an absorbing account of the extraordinary transformations to the
fluvial landscape carried out over the past forty years by the inhabitants of Igarapé Guariba, four hours
downstream from the nearest city.

Engagingly written, theoretically inventive, and vividly illustrated, the book introduces a diverse range of
characters--from sixteenth-century explorers and their native rivals to nineteenth-century naturalists and
contemporary ecologists, logging company executives, and river-traders. A natural history of a different
kind, In Amazonia shows how humans, animals, rivers, and forests all participate in the making of a region
that remains today at the center of debates in environmental politics.
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From reader reviews:

Alma Bulger:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled In Amazonia: A Natural History. Try to make book In Amazonia: A
Natural History as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and
beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally.
The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we
need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Brian Bauer:

Here thing why this kind of In Amazonia: A Natural History are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as
food or not. In Amazonia: A Natural History giving you information deeper since different ways, you can
find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with In Amazonia: A Natural History. It gives
you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world
which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even
in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form
of In Amazonia: A Natural History in e-book can be your alternate.

Donald Thomas:

The experience that you get from In Amazonia: A Natural History is the more deep you looking the
information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to know but In Amazonia: A Natural History giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea
because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
suggest you for having that In Amazonia: A Natural History instantly.

William Culley:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This In Amazonia: A Natural History can be the
reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading
in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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