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For decades, anthropologist Hill Gates had waited for an opportunity to get to know the citizens of China as
she had done in Taiwan?face to face, over an extended period of time. At last in the late 1980s she set out on
an excursion to Sichuan Province. That visit was the first of many she would make there on aremarkable
double adventure: to gain a deeper understanding of Chinese women and to complete a difficult passage in
her own life. Looking for Chengdu is her memoir of these trips. By turns analytic, witty, and bittersweet,
Gates's observations on contemporary China are enlivened by a keen eye for the oddities of human behavior,
including her own.The vast, inland province of Sichuan was the birthplace of the Chinese economic reforms
of the 1970s, and is now speeding from the sixteenth to the twenty-first century. Was its economic boom
transforming women's lives, Gates wondered? After a generation of socialist rule, would women risk the
challenge of entrepreneurship? A feminist, she was especially curiousto learn what Chinese of both sexes
defined as women's rights.Gates travel ed?by boat, train, bus, car, bicycle, and foot (her preference)?across
the spectacular countryside, gleaning insight into China's massive bureaucracies from her experiences on an
obligatory vacation, in a Tibetan dance-hall, and at a shouting match in her Chengdu home. She met dozens
of hard-working, stylish women running family firms, and crossed paths with scholars and sailors. Her book
isrich in anecdotes and compelling moments, from her journey through mountain villages in search of five
thousand women with bound feet to low-voiced conversations about the Chengdu equivalent of the events at
Tiananmen Square.A fascinating glimpse into the deeply personal vocation of anthropology, Gates's memoir
will change the way readers think about the Chinese people.
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From reader reviews:
Inez Morales:

Now aday those who Living in the erawhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply isreading a book. Reading a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Looking for Chengdu: A Woman's
Adventures in China (The Anthropology of Contemporary |ssues) book because book offers you rich data
and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you probably know this.

Amanda Furr:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, aswell as playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read any book.
It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading a publication.
The book Looking for Chengdu: A Woman's Adventures in China (The Anthropology of Contemporary
Issues) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the
particular e-book. Y ou can mQore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The priceis not
very costly but this book provides high quality.

Jennifer Shipley:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of timeto read it because all of thistime you only find
publication that need more time to be learn. Looking for Chengdu: A Woman's Adventures in China (The
Anthropology of Contemporary Issues) can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those
short extratime problems.

Joel Kiser:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading is very important
in addition to book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to provide you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update with regards to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Looking for Chengdu:
A Woman's Adventuresin China (The Anthropology of Contemporary 1ssues).
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