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On April 19, 1967, Air Force Colonel Leo Thorsness was on a mission over North Vietnam when his
wingman was shot down by an enemy MiG, which then lined up for a gunnery pass on the two American
pilots who had bailed out. Although his F 105 was not designed for aerial combat, Thorsness engaged the
MiG and destroyed it. Spotting four more MiGs, he fought his way through a barrage of North Vietnamese
SAMs to engage them too, shooting down one and driving off the others. For this action, Thorsness was
awarded the Medal of Honor. But he didn’t learn about it until years later—by a “tap code” coming through
prison walls—because on April 30, Thorsness was shot down, captured, and transported to the Hanoi Hilton.
Surviving Hell recounts a six-year captivity marked by hours of brutal torture and days of agonizing
boredom. With a novelist’s eye for character and detail, Thorsness describes how he and other American
POWs strove to keep their humanity. Thrown into solitary confinement for refusing to bow down to his
captors, for instance, he disciplined his mind by memorizing long passages of poetry that other prisoners sent
him by tap code. Filled with hope and humor, Surviving Hell is an eloquent story of resistance and survival.
No other book about American POWs has described so well the strategies these remarkable men used in their
daily effort to maintain their dignity. With resilience and resourcefulness, they waged war by other means in
the darkest days of a long captivity.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Poppe:

The particular book Surviving Hell: A POW'S Journey has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The
author makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after perusing this book.

Carrie Hunter:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Surviving Hell: A POW'S Journey guide
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Surviving Hell: A POW'S
Journey as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

David Gilbert:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-
book that need more time to be study. Surviving Hell: A POW'S Journey can be your answer given it can be
read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Ronald Canty:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Surviving Hell: A POW'S
Journey.
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