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While Scarlett O'Hara may resemble a drag queen, and Mardi Gras inspires more camp than a gay pride
parade, the American South also boasts a rich, authentic and transgressive gay and lesbian history. In this
chatty, free-ranging cultural survey, Sears (Growing Up Gay in the South) presents a vivid kaleidoscope of
the mores and political activities of many gay Southerners following the 1969 Stonewall riots and leading up
to the 1979 march on Washington. Sears unspools this history through portraits of activists and community
organizers including Merril Mushroom, Jack Nichols, Lige Clark, Vicki Gabriner, Minnie Bruce Pratt and
Sgt. Leonard Matlovitch who helped shape the social and political climate below the Mason Dixon line and
often in the rest of the country. While giving a nod to historic events like Anita Bryant's Save Our Children
campaign, Sears focuses more closely on obscure but important local political events, like the founding of
the lesbian journal Sinister Wisdom, the emergence of the Atlanta Lesbian Feminist Alliance and community
response to a deadly firebombing that killed 31 patrons in a New Orleans bar in the mid-1970s. Sears's
multifaceted approach pays off when he sketches such relatively unknown players as comedian Ray Bourbon
and radical fairy Faygele ben Miriam, and he conveys well the complexity and intensity of the political
activity of the decade. While not as historically conclusive or theoretically astute as John Howard's masterful
Men Like That (2000), Sears provides a panoply of emotionally riveting snapshots that aptly portray
Southern gay experience in the 1970s. B&w photos.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Avelar:

The book Rebels, Rubyfruit, and Rhinestones: Queering Space in the Stonewall South can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very
important thing like a book Rebels, Rubyfruit, and Rhinestones: Queering Space in the Stonewall South? A
number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many info for us.
It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for
that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Rebels, Rubyfruit, and Rhinestones:
Queering Space in the Stonewall South has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can seem the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Herman Pendergrass:

The particular book Rebels, Rubyfruit, and Rhinestones: Queering Space in the Stonewall South will bring
that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Rebels, Rubyfruit, and Rhinestones:
Queering Space in the Stonewall South is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Cindy Coleman:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Rebels, Rubyfruit, and Rhinestones: Queering Space in the Stonewall South your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely
might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one type
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Rebels, Rubyfruit, and Rhinestones:
Queering Space in the Stonewall South giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind
but also giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern
this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Jamila Coles:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Rebels, Rubyfruit, and Rhinestones:
Queering Space in the Stonewall South reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Rebels,
Rubyfruit, and Rhinestones: Queering Space in the Stonewall South as good book not just by the cover but
also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you



have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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