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Since
the Stonewall Riots in 1969, the politics of sexual identity in America have
drastically transformed. It’s almost old news that recent generations of
Americans have grown up in a culture more accepting of out lesbians and gay
men, seen the proliferation of LGBTQ media representation, and witnessed the
attainment of a range of legal rights for same-sex couples. But the changes
wrought by a so-called “post-closeted culture” have not just affected the queer
community—heterosexuals are also in the midst of a sea change in how their
sexuality plays out in everyday life. In Straights,
James Joseph Dean argues that heterosexuals can neither assume the invisibility
of gays and lesbians, nor count on the assumption that their own
heterosexuality will go unchallenged. The presumption that we are all
heterosexual, or that there is such a thing as ‘compulsory heterosexuality,’ he
claims, has vanished.

Based on 60 in-depth interviews with
a diverse group of straight men and women, Straights explores how straight Americans make sense of their
sexual and gendered
selves in this new landscape, particularly with an understanding of how race
does and does not play a role in these conceptions. Dean provides a historical
understanding of heterosexuality and how it was first established, then moves
on to examine the changing nature of masculinity and femininity and, most
importantly, the emergence of a new kind of heterosexuality—notably, for men,
the metrosexual, and for women, the emergence of a more fluid sexuality. The
book also documents the way heterosexuals interact and form relationships with
their LGBTQ family members, friends, acquaintances, and coworkers. Although
homophobia persists among straight individuals, Dean shows that being
gay-friendly or against homophobic expressions is also increasingly common
among straight Americans. A fascinating study, Straights provides an in-depth look at the changing nature of
sexual expression in America. 

Instructors: PowerPoint slides for each chapter are available by clicking on the files below.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Hopkins:

Typically the book Straights: Heterosexuality in Post-Closeted Culture has a lot info on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading
this article book.

Paul Anderson:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in
the top record in your reading list will be Straights: Heterosexuality in Post-Closeted Culture. This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
way up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Teresita Donahue:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet.
Every year ended up being exactly added. This publication Straights: Heterosexuality in Post-Closeted
Culture was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you
wanted.

Bruce Delvalle:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that little
person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very important
and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Straights: Heterosexuality
in Post-Closeted Culture.
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