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An introduction to literary theory unlike any other, Ten Lessons in Theory engages its readers with three
fundamental premises. The first premise is that a genuinely productive understanding of theory depends upon
a considerably more sustained encounter with the foundational writings of Hegel, Marx, Nietzsche, and
Freud than any reader is likely to get from the introductions to theory that are currently available. The second
premise involves what Fredric Jameson describes as "the conviction that of all the writing called theoretical,
Lacan's is the richest." Entertaining this conviction, the book pays more (and more careful) attention to the
richness of Lacan's writing than does any other introduction to literary theory. The third and most distinctive
premise of the book is that literary theory isn't simply theory "about" literature, but that theory fundamentally
is literature, after all.

Ten Lessons in Theory argues, and even demonstrates, that "theoretical writing" is nothing if not a specific
genre of "creative writing," a particular way of engaging in the art of the sentence, the art of making
sentences that make trouble-sentences that make, or desire to make, radical changes in the very fabric of
social reality.

As its title indicates, the book proceeds in the form of ten "lessons," each based on an axiomatic sentence
selected from the canon of theoretical writing. Each lesson works by creatively unpacking its featured
sentence and exploring the sentence's conditions of possibility and most radical implications. In the course of
exploring the conditions and consequences of these troubling sentences, the ten lessons work and play
together to articulate the most basic assumptions and motivations supporting theoretical writing, from its
earliest stirrings to its most current turbulences.

Provided in each lesson is a working glossary: specific critical keywords are boldfaced on their first
appearance and defined either in the text or in a footnote. But while each lesson constitutes a precise
explication of the working terms and core tenets of theoretical writing, each also attempts to exemplify theory
as a "practice of creativity" (Foucault) in itself.
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From reader reviews:

Lea Severino:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Ten Lessons in Theory: An
Introduction to Theoretical Writing book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course
the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Steven Connell:

Exactly why? Because this Ten Lessons in Theory: An Introduction to Theoretical Writing is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes
the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book
will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Crystal Babin:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Ten Lessons in Theory: An Introduction to Theoretical
Writing why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Audra Yoder:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
also you know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by
book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Ten Lessons in Theory: An
Introduction to Theoretical Writing.
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