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The Basque History of the World is the illuminating story of an ancient and enigmatic people. Signs of their
civilization existed well before the arrival of the Romans in 218 B.C., and though theories abound, no one
has ever been able to determine their origins. Their ancient tongue, Euskera, is equally mysterious: It is the
oldest living European language, and is related to no other language on Earth.
Yet despite their obscure origins and small numbers (2.4 million people today), the Basques have had a
profound impact on Europe and the world for more than 2,000 years. Never seeking more land, they have
nonetheless fiercely defended their own against invaders ranging from the Celts and Visigoths to Napoleon
and Franco. They have always been a paradoxical blend of inbred tradition and worldly ambition, preserving
their indigenous legal code, cuisine, literature-even their own hat and shoe-while at the same time striving
immodestly to be leaders in the world. They were pioneers of commercial whaling and cod fishing, were
among the first Europeans in the Americas, Africa, and Asia during the age of exploration, and were
prosperous capitalists when capitalism was a new idea, later leading the Industrial Revolution in southern
Europe. Their influence has been felt in every realm, from religion (the charismatic Ignatius Loyola founded
the Jesuits in 1534) to sports and commerce. Today, even while clinging to their ancient tribal identity, they
are ready for a borderless world: The unique Basque concept of nationhood has never been more relevant, at
a time when Basques are enjoying what may be the most important cultural renaissance in their long
existence.
Mark Kurlansky's passion for the Basque people- their heroes and commoners alike-and his exuberant eye
for detail shine throughout The Basque History of the World. Like his celebrated book Cod, it blends human
stories with economic, political,
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From reader reviews:

Tonya Hooper:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called The Basque
History of the World? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or
you have different opinion?

Leo Osborne:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this The Basque
History of the World.

Cheryl Reese:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be The Basque History of the World why because the excellent
cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content
is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this
book.

Ann Conley:

Beside this particular The Basque History of the World in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer
to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The
Basque History of the World because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often
have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from right now!
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