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Laws and cultural norms militated against interracial sex in Virginia before the Civil War, and yet it was
ubiquitous in cities, towns, and plantation communities throughout the state. In Notorious in the
Neighborhood, Joshua Rothman examines the full spectrum of interracial sexual relationships under slavery-
-from Thomas Jefferson, Sally Hemings, and the intertwined interracial families of Monticello and
Charlottesville to commercial sex in Richmond, the routinized sexual exploitation of enslaved women, and
adultery across the color line. He explores the complex considerations of legal and judicial authorities who
handled cases involving illicit sex and describes how the customary toleration of sex across the color line
both supported and undermined racism and slavery in the early national and antebellum South.

White Virginians allowed for an astonishing degree of flexibility and fluidity within a seemingly rigid
system of race and interracial relations, Rothman argues, and the relationship between law and custom
regarding racial intermixture was always shifting. As a consequence, even as whites never questioned their
own racial supremacy, the meaning and significance of racial boundaries, racial hierarchy, and ultimately of
race itself always stood on unstable ground--a reality that whites understood and about which they
demonstrated increasing anxiety as the nation's sectional crisis intensified.
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From reader reviews:

Tommy Heckman:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Notorious in the
Neighborhood: Sex and Families across the Color Line in Virginia, 1787-1861 suitable to you? The actual
book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Notorious in the Neighborhood:
Sex and Families across the Color Line in Virginia, 1787-1861is one of several books this everyone read
now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore
all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Eva Pham:

The particular book Notorious in the Neighborhood: Sex and Families across the Color Line in Virginia,
1787-1861 will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is
very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book
Notorious in the Neighborhood: Sex and Families across the Color Line in Virginia, 1787-1861 is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the
book.

Kristen Hancock:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Notorious in the
Neighborhood: Sex and Families across the Color Line in Virginia, 1787-1861 which is keeping the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Concepcion Bass:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to
around the world. By book Notorious in the Neighborhood: Sex and Families across the Color Line in
Virginia, 1787-1861 we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative
person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to
change your life at this time book Notorious in the Neighborhood: Sex and Families across the Color Line in
Virginia, 1787-1861. You can more desirable than now.
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