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Reclaiming Queer is an examination of the rhetorical linkage of queer theory in the academy with street-
level queer activism in the 1980s and early 1990s.

The late 1980s and early 1990s were a defining historical moment for both queer activism and queer theory
in the United States. LGBT communities, confronted with the alarming violence and homophobia of the
AIDS crisis, often responded with angry, militant forms of activism designed not merely to promote
acceptance or tolerance, but to forge identity and strength from victimization and assert loudly and forcefully
their rights to safety and humanity. The activist reclamation of the word “ queer” is one marker of this shift
in ideology and practice, and it was mirrored in academic circles by the concurrent emergence of the new
field of “ queer theory.” That is, as queer activists were mobilizing in the streets, queer theorists were
producing a similar foment in the halls and publications of academia, questioning regulatory categories of
gender and sexuality, and attempting to illuminate the heteronormative foundations of Western thought.
Notably, the narrative of queer theory’ s development often describes it as arising from or being inspired by
queer activism.

In Reclaiming Queer, Erin J. Rand examines both queer activist and academic practices during this period,
taking as her primary object the rhetorical linkage of queer theory in the academy with street-level queer
activism. Through this strategic conjuncture of activism and academia, Rand grapples with the specific
conditions for and constraints on rhetorical agency in each context. She examines the early texts that
inaugurated the field of queer theory, Queer Nation’ s infamous “ Queers Read This” manifesto, Larry
Kramer’ s polemic speeches and editorials, the Lesbian Avengers’ humorous and outrageous antics, the
history of ACT UP, and the more recent appearance of Gay Shame activism. From these activist and
academic discourses, Rand builds a theory of rhetorical agency that posits queerness as the very condition
from which agency emerges.

Reclaiming Queer thus offers a critical look at the rhetoric of queer activism, engages the history of queer
theory’ s institutionalization and the politics of its proliferation, suggests a radically contextual
understanding of rhetorical agency and form, and argues for the centrality of queerness to all rhetorical
action.
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From reader reviews:

Otis Thompson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply
because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Reclaiming Queer: Activist and
Academic Rhetorics of Resistance (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) to read.

Ann Birdsell:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a publication. The book Reclaiming Queer: Activist and Academic Rhetorics of
Resistance (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people
who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Ashley Wright:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Reclaiming Queer: Activist and Academic Rhetorics of
Resistance (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in
regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside
or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Ronald Meyers:

You may get this Reclaiming Queer: Activist and Academic Rhetorics of Resistance (Albma Rhetoric Cult &
Soc Crit) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if
you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still



revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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