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Ireland's patron saint has long been shrouded in legend: he drove the snakes out of Ireland; he triumphed
over Druids and their supernatural powers; he used a shamrock to explain the Christian mystery of the
Trinity. But his true story is more fascinating than the myths. We have no surviving image of Patrick, but we
do have two remarkable letters that he wrote about himself and his beliefs -- letters that tell us more about
the heart and soul of this man than we know about almost any of his contemporaries. In St. Patrick of Ireland
Philip Freeman brings the historic Patrick and his world vividly to life.
Born in Britain late in the fourth century to an aristocratic family, Patrick was raised as a Roman citizen and
a nominal Christian, destined for the privileged life of the nobility. But just before his sixteenth birthday, he
was kidnapped by Irish pirates and abducted to Ireland, where he spent six lonely years as a slave, tending
sheep. Trapped in a foreign land, despondent, and at the mercy of his master, Patrick's ordeal turned him
from an atheist to a true believer. After a vision in which God told him he would go home, Patrick escaped
captivity and, following a perilous journey, returned to his astonished parents. Even more astonishing was
his announcement that he intended to go back to Ireland and devote the rest of his life to ministering to the
people who had once enslaved him.
One of Patrick's two surviving letters is a declaration written to jealous British bishops in defense of his
activities in Ireland; the other is a stinging condemnation of a ruthless warlord who attacked and killed some
of Patrick's Irish followers. Both are powerful statements remarkable for their passion and candor. Freeman
includes them in full in new translations of his own.
Combining Patrick's own heartfelt account of his life as he revealed it himself with the turbulent history of
the British Isles in the last years of the Roman Empire, St. Patrick of Ireland brilliantly brings to life the real
Patrick, shorn of legend, and shows how he helped to change Irish history and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Garcia:

The guide untitled St. Patrick of Ireland: A Biography is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can
see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also
might get the e-book of St. Patrick of Ireland: A Biography from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy
free time.

Anita Jones:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled St. Patrick of Ireland: A Biography can be fine
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Aubrey Smith:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping St. Patrick of Ireland: A
Biography that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for
all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your
good habit, you could pick St. Patrick of Ireland: A Biography become your own personal starter.

Elizabeth McNeal:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This St. Patrick of Ireland: A Biography can be
the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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