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Mel Lewis (1929-1990) was born Melvin Sokoloff to Jewish Russian immigrants in Buffalo, New York. He
first picked up his father's drumsticks at the age of two and at 17 he was a full-time professional musician.
The View from the Back of the Band is the first biography of this legendary jazz drummer. For over fifty
years, Lewis provided the blueprint for how a drummer could subtly support any musical situation. While he
made his name with Stan Kenton and Thad Jones, and with his band at the Village Vanguard, it was the
hundreds of recordings that he made as a sideman and his ability to mentor young musicians that truly
defined his career. Away from the drums, Lewis's passionate and outspoken personality made him one of
jazz music's greatest characters. It is often through Lewis's own anecdotes, as well as many from the
musicians who knew him best, that this book traces the career of one of the world's greatest drummers.
Previously unpublished interviews, personal memoirs, photos, musical transcriptions, and a selected
discography add to this comprehensive biography.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Bussey:

This The View from the Back of the Band: The Life and Music of Mel Lewis (North Texas Lives of
Musician Series) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular The View
from the Back of the Band: The Life and Music of Mel Lewis (North Texas Lives of Musician Series)
without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be
worry The View from the Back of the Band: The Life and Music of Mel Lewis (North Texas Lives of
Musician Series) can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The View from the Back of the Band:
The Life and Music of Mel Lewis (North Texas Lives of Musician Series) having fine arrangement in word
and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Leopoldo Gonzalez:

Here thing why that The View from the Back of the Band: The Life and Music of Mel Lewis (North Texas
Lives of Musician Series) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good
however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The View from the
Back of the Band: The Life and Music of Mel Lewis (North Texas Lives of Musician Series) giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar
with The View from the Back of the Band: The Life and Music of Mel Lewis (North Texas Lives of
Musician Series). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that
will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like
in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing
the published book maybe the form of The View from the Back of the Band: The Life and Music of Mel
Lewis (North Texas Lives of Musician Series) in e-book can be your option.

Agatha Roughton:

This The View from the Back of the Band: The Life and Music of Mel Lewis (North Texas Lives of
Musician Series) are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this The View from the Back of the Band: The Life and Music of Mel Lewis (North Texas
Lives of Musician Series) can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than
just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this The View from the Back of the Band: The Life and Music of Mel Lewis
(North Texas Lives of Musician Series) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving
you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.



Beverly Thomas:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The View from the Back of the Band:
The Life and Music of Mel Lewis (North Texas Lives of Musician Series) can be the respond to, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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