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As portraits, private diaries, and estate inventories make clear, elite families of the Italian Renaissance were
obsessed with fashion, investing as much as forty percent of their fortunes on clothing. In fact, the most
elaborate outfits of the period could cost more than a good-sized farm out in the Mugello. Y et despite its
prominence in both daily life and the economy, clothing has been largely overlooked in therich
historiography of Renaissance Italy. In Dressing Renaissance Florence, however, Carole Collier Frick
provides the first in-depth study of the Renaissance fashion industry, focusing on Florence, a city founded on
cloth, a city of wool manufacturers, finishers, and merchants, of silk dyers, brocade weavers, pearl deders,
and goldsmiths. From the artisans who designed and assembled the outfits to the families who amassed
fabulous wardrobes, Frick's wide-ranging and innovative interdisciplinary history explores the social and
political implications of clothing in Renaissance Italy's most style-conscious city.

Frick begins with a detailed account of the industry itself -- its organization within the guild structure of the
city, the specialized work done by male and female workers of differing social status, the materials used and
their sources, and the garments and accessories produced. She then shows how the driving force behind the
growth of the industry was the elite families of Florence, who, in order to maintain their social standing and
family honor, made continuous purchases of clothing -- whether for everyday use or specia occasions -- for
their families and households. And she concludes with an analysis of the clothes themselves: what pieces
made up an outfit; how ouitfits differed for men, women, and children; and what colors, fabrics, and design
elements were popular. Further, and perhaps more basically, she asks how we know what we know about
Renai ssance fashion and looks to both Florence's sumptuary laws, which defined what could be worn on the
streets, and the depiction of contemporary clothing in Florentine art for the answer.

For Florence's elite, appearance and display were intimately bound up with self-identity. Dressing
Renaissance Florence enables us to better understand the social and cultural milieu of Renaissance Italy.
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From reader reviews:
Tom Burkhardt:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important usually. The book Dressing Renaissance Florence: Families, Fortunes, and Fine
Clothing (The Johns Hopkins University Studiesin Historical and Political Science) seemed to be making
you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for
you. The guide Dressing Renaissance Florence: Families, Fortunes, and Fine Clothing (The Johns Hopkins
University Studiesin Historical and Political Science) is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your current spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book Dressing Renaissance Florence: Families,
Fortunes, and Fine Clothing (The Johns Hopkins University Studiesin Historical and Political Science). You
never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Lily Winstead:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Dressing
Renaissance Florence: Families, Fortunes, and Fine Clothing (The Johns Hopkins University Studiesin
Historical and Political Science) suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era.
The actual book untitled Dressing Renaissance Florence: Families, Fortunes, and Fine Clothing (The Johns
Hopkins University Studiesin Historical and Political Science)is the main one of several books in which
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their planin
the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you
alots of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

John Mallery:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Dressing Renaissance Florence: Families, Fortunes, and
Fine Clothing (The Johns Hopkins University Studiesin Historical and Political Science) can be very good
book to read. May beit could be best activity to you.



Marie Slaughter:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, think
reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can have the e-
book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Dressing Renaissance Florence: Families,
Fortunes, and Fine Clothing (The Johns Hopkins University Studiesin Historical and Political Science)
which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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