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Have you ever wondered how you can find out more about a word: Where did it come from? How has its
meaning altered? How can it be pronounced? What is its relationship to other words? Language is not fixed,
but is an evolutionary process: words develop and change, in meaning, association, and pronunciation, as
well as in many other ways. Exploring the routes taken by the words we choose to investigate leads us on
fascinating journeys. How to Read a
Word, written by the noted lexicographer Elizabeth Knowles, shows us how we might delve into the origins,
associations, and evolution of words, and is primarily concerned with the following two points: what
questions can be asked about a word? And how can they be answered?

Utilising the unrivalled resources and the language-monitoring programs of the Oxford English Dictionary,
the book leads you through the various stages of investigation into the myriad aspects of individual words,
from etymology to date of first use and regional distribution, and from spelling and pronunciation to shifts in
meaning.

Supported by many examples of investigation into specific words, and featuring a full index, a wide selection
of useful online resources, and reams of useful tips for avoiding common pitfalls, it is both a thought-
provoking and practical handbook, providing readers with the essential tools to confidently interrogate the
words by which they are surrounded. How to Read a Word is the perfect gift for anyone who is fascinated by
the development and intricacies of the English
language.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Penrose:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above.
Every person has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book How to Read
a Word. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Josephine McIntire:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
How to Read a Word will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Rachel Glidewell:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This How to Read a Word is simple
to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to
bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can
save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.

Robert Wolfe:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update
of news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the How to Read a Word when you necessary it?
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