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Can social order be maintained in a stateless society? Is anarchy viable? The contention of this book is that
stateless social order is possible only if relations between people are those characteristic of community.
Rejecting the libertarian argument that the goods and services which make up 'social order' can be provided
by private firms competing in the marketplace, and the liberal argument that because social order is a public
good its maintenance requires the state, Michael Taylor goes on to examine the methods actually used to
maintain order in anarchic and quasi-anarchic societies and shows how these methods can be effective only
in a small and stable community. Community in turn requires a rough economic equality. But according to a
traditional argument (recently revitalised by Robert Nozick), no equality would survive for long without state
interference - so that communitarian anarchy must break down. Here this argument is shown to be fallacious:
the development of gross inequality can be prevented in an anarchic community. At the same time, the small
community is not portrayed as continuously harmonious, free from constraint and coercion - the contention
is rather that community is necessary if we are to live without the state or substantially reduce its role. But
community is defended against the charge of being incompatible with individual liberty. That claim is shown
to be no more accurate than the opposite and equally simple assumption, that liberty is possible only in
community. For evidence and illustration, the book draws on the experience of stateless primitive societies,
peasant communities and utopian and other 'intentional' communities. It sets a new standard of clarity and
rigour for theoretical studies in anarchism and will interest a wide range of readers, including political
theorists, political anthropologists and sociologists, and anyone concerned with the justification of the state.
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From reader reviews:

Marla Mestas:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Community, Anarchy and Liberty. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book
Community, Anarchy and Liberty. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by
way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may
use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Dennis James:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all
day long to reading a reserve. The book Community, Anarchy and Liberty it is quite good to read. There are
a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you
did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Paul Williams:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Community, Anarchy and Liberty, you
could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can
happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Paula Shepard:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you study
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Community, Anarchy and Liberty provide you with new experience in examining a book.
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