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This compelling account of the author's experience with a chronic pain disorder and subsequent interaction
with the American health care system goes to the heart of the workings of power and culture in the
biomedical domain. It is a medical whodunit full of mysterious misdiagnosis, subtle power plays, and shrewd
detective work. Setting a new standard for the practice of autoethnography, Susan Greenhalgh presents a
case study of her intense encounter with an enthusiastic young specialist who, through creative interpretation
of the diagnostic criteria for a newly emerging chronic disease, became convinced she had a painful,
essentially untreatable, lifelong muscle condition called fibromyalgia. Greenhalgh traces the ruinous effects
of this diagnosis on her inner world, bodily health, and overall well-being. Under the Medical Gaze serves as
a powerful illustration of medicine's power to create and inflict suffering, to define disease and the self, and
to manage relationships and lives.

Greenhalgh ultimately learns that she had been misdiagnosed and begins the long process of undoing the
physical and emotional damage brought about by her nearly catastrophic treatment. In considering how
things could go so awry, she embarks on a cogent and powerful analysis of the sociopolitical sources of pain
through feminist, cultural, and political understandings of the nature of medical discourse and practice in the
United States. She develops fresh arguments about the power of medicine to medicalize our selves and lives,
the seductions of medical science, and the deep, psychologically rooted difficulties women patients face in
interactions with male physicians. In the end, Under the Medical Gaze goes beyond the critique of
biomedicine to probe the social roots of chronic pain and therapeutic alternatives that rely on neither the
body-cure of conventional medicine nor the mind-cure of some alternative medicines, but rather a broader
set of strategies that address the sociopolitical sources of pain.
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From reader reviews:

John Sanchez:

This Under the Medical Gaze: Facts and Fictions of Chronic Pain is great book for you because the content
that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
This book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So
if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Under the Medical
Gaze: Facts and Fictions of Chronic Pain in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but
this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt which?

Wanda Woods:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Under the Medical Gaze: Facts and
Fictions of Chronic Pain which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Jeremy Turner:

This Under the Medical Gaze: Facts and Fictions of Chronic Pain is brand new way for you who has interest
to look for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this Under the Medical Gaze: Facts and
Fictions of Chronic Pain can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular book
is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone,
yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind
for your better life and also knowledge.

Amy Tharp:

You will get this Under the Medical Gaze: Facts and Fictions of Chronic Pain by look at the bookstore or
Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this
book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to



choose appropriate ways for you.
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