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"This is one of the few books on Montaigne that fuses analytical skill with humane awareness of why
Montaigne matters."—Harold Bloom, Sterling Professor of Humanities, Yale University

"In this exhilarating and learned book on Montaigne's essays, Lawrence D. Kritzman contemporizes the great
writer. Reading him from today's deconstructive America, Kritzman discovers Montaigne always already
deep into a dialogue with Jacques Derrida and psychoanalysis. One cannot but admire this fabulous act of
translation."—Hélène Cixous

"Throughout his career, Lawrence D. Kritzman has demonstrated an intimate knowledge of Montaigne's
essays and an engagement with French philosophy and critical theory. The Fabulous Imagination sheds
precious new light on one of the founders of modern individualism and on his crucial quest for self-
knowledge."—Jean Starobinski, professor emeritus of French literature, University of Geneva

Michel de Montaigne's (1533-1592) Essais was a profound study of human subjectivity. More than three
hundred years before the advent of psychoanalysis, Montaigne embarked on a remarkable quest to see and
imagine the self from a variety of vantages. Through the questions How shall I live? How can I know
myself? he explored the significance of monsters, nightmares, and traumatic memories; the fear of
impotence; the fragility of gender; and the act of anticipating and coping with death. In this book, Lawrence
D. Kritzman traces Montaigne's development of the Western concept of the self. For Montaigne, imagination
lies at the core of an internal universe that influences both the body and the mind. Imagination is essential to
human experience. Although Montaigne recognized that the imagination can confuse the individual, "the
fabulous imagination" can be curative, enabling the mind's "I" to sustain itself in the face of hardship.

Kritzman begins with Montaigne's study of the fragility of gender and its relationship to the peripatetic
movement of a fabulous imagination. He then follows with the essayist's examination of the act of mourning
and the power of the imagination to overcome the fear of death. Kritzman concludes with Montaigne's views
on philosophy, experience, and the connection between self-portraiture, ethics, and oblivion. His reading
demonstrates that the mind's I, as Montaigne envisioned it, sees by imagining that which is not visible, thus
offering an alternative to the logical positivism of our age.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Crumrine:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question since
just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need that The Fabulous Imagination: On Montaigne's Essays
to read.

Nathan Kelly:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The Fabulous Imagination: On
Montaigne's Essays is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Sandy Reid:

This The Fabulous Imagination: On Montaigne's Essays usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be
a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Fabulous Imagination: On Montaigne's Essays can be
on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed
anyone with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can
bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
The Fabulous Imagination: On Montaigne's Essays giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Pamela Jernigan:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the The Fabulous Imagination: On Montaigne's Essays when you desired it?
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