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American democracy was founded on the belief that ultimate power rests in an informed citizenry. But that
belief appears naive in an era when private corporations manipulate public policy and the individual citizen
is dwarfed by agencies, special interest groups, and other organizations that have a firm grasp on real
political and economic power.
In Democracy and the News, one of America's most astute social critics explores the crucial link between a
weakened news media and weakened democracy. Building on his 1979 classic media critique Deciding
What's News, Herbert Gans shows how, with the advent of cable news networks, the internet, and a
proliferation of other sources, the role of contemporary journalists has shrunk, as the audience for news
moves away from major print and electronic media to smaller and smaller outlets. Gans argues that
journalism also suffers from assembly-line modes of production, with the major product being publicity for
the president and other top political officials, the very people citizens most distrust. In such an environment,
investigative journalism--which could offer citizens the information they need to make intelligent critical
choices on a range of difficult issues--cannot flourish. But Gans makes several incisive suggestions about
what the news media can do to recapture its role in American society and what political and economic
changes might move us closer to a true citizen's democracy.
Touching on questions of critical national importance, Democracy and the News sheds new light on the vital
importance of a healthy news media for a healthy democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Jo Daigneault:

The book Democracy and the News make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book Democracy and the News to become your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a book Democracy and the News.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you
think about this reserve?

Veronica Mei:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is you
don't know which one you should start with. This Democracy and the News is our recommendation to help
you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Blanche Dobos:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Democracy and the News your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you
never get just before. The Democracy and the News giving you yet another experience more than blown
away your head but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are
finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

William Sanchez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Democracy and the
News.
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