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“Beth Raymer’s crackling, hilarious memoir ricochets through the gambling underworld in Las
Vegas, and is peopled with all manner of lovable wack-jobs, none of whom is quite as wacky—or
lovable—as Raymer herself.”—Marie Claire
 
Beth Raymer waited tables at a dive in Las Vegas until a customer sent her to see Dink, of Dink Inc., one of
the town’s biggest professional sports gamblers. Dink needed a right-hand man—someone who would show
up on time, who had a head for numbers, and who didn’t steal. Beth got the job.
 
Lay the Favorite is the story of Beth’s years in the high-stakes, high-anxiety world of sports betting—a
period that saw the fall of the local bookie and the birth of the freewheeling, unregulated offshore sports
book, and with it the elevation of sports betting in popular culture. As the business explodes, Beth rises from
assistant to expert, running an offshore booking office in the Caribbean. As the men around her succumb to
their vices—money, sex, drugs, gambling—Beth improbably emerges with her integrity intact, wiser,
sharper, nobody’s fool. A keen and compassionate observer of the adrenaline-addicted roguish types who
become her mentors, her enemies, her family, Beth Raymer depicts an insanely colorful world teeming with
pathos and ecstasy.
 
NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE
 
“Candid, smart, funny, wild and crazy.”—Elle
 
“Raymer gleefully shatters the myth of the modern gambler. . . . Seduced by her stories, we long for
this strange, sleazy and alluring landscape.”—Los Angeles Times
 
“[Raymer depicts] a sordid, florid microworld lurching along the edge of society, not to mention
legality. . . . She never condescends or indulges in reality-show caricature; she finds charm in the
charmless, a point of light in the most lost of souls.”—The New York Times Book Review
 
“Lay the Favorite reads more like a novel than a memoir. The rich characters are drawn in depth, yet
simply and honestly.”—The Wall Street Journal
 
“Entertaining (and often quite funny) . . . a delight to read.”—The New Yorker
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From reader reviews:

Steven Campbell:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Lay the Favorite:
A Memoir of Gambling? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend
your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
other opinion?

Ray Goodrow:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Lay the Favorite: A
Memoir of Gambling suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual
book untitled Lay the Favorite: A Memoir of Gamblingis a single of several books in which everyone read
now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will
enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal
of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Nicol Thomas:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Lay the Favorite: A Memoir of
Gambling book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Lay the Favorite:
A Memoir of Gambling as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve
that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.

Donald Mobley:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Lay the Favorite: A Memoir of
Gambling which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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