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It is often said that America has become culturally diverse only in the past quarter century. But from
the country’s beginning, cultural variety and conflict have been a centrifugal force in American
politics and a crucial reason for our rise to power.
  
The peopling of the United States is one of the most important stories of the last five hundred years, and in
Shaping our Nation, bestselling author and demographics expert Michael Barone illuminates a new angle on
America’s rise, using a vast array of political and social data to show America is the product of a series large,
unexpected mass movements—both internal and external—which typically lasted only one or two
generations but in that time reshaped the nation,  and created lasting tensions that were difficult to resolve.

Barone highlights the surprising trends and connections between the America of today and its migrant past,
such as how the areas of major Scots-Irish settlement in the years leading up to the Revolutionary War are
the same areas where John McCain performed better in the 2008 election than George W. Bush did in 2004,
and how in the years following the Civil War, migration across the Mason-Dixon line all but ceased until the
annealing effect that the shared struggle of World War II produced. Barone also takes us all the way up to
present day, showing what the surge of Hispanic migration between 1970 and 2010 means for the elections
and political decisions to be made in the coming decades.
 
Barone shows how, from the Scots-Irish influxes of the 18th century, to the Ellis Island migrations of the
early 20th and the Hispanic and Asian ones of the last four decades, people have moved to America in part in
order to make a better living—but more importantly, to create new communities in which they could thrive
and live as they wanted. And the founders’ formula of limited government, civic equality, and tolerance of
religious and cultural diversity has provided a ready and useful template for not only to coping with these
new cultural influences, but for prospering as a nation with cultural variety.
 
Sweeping, thought-provoking, and ultimately hopeful, Shaping Our Nation is an unprecedented addition to
our understanding of America’s cultural past, with deep implications for the immigration, economic, and
social policies of the future.
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From reader reviews:

Arnold Williams:

Here thing why that Shaping Our Nation: How Surges of Migration Transformed America and Its Politics
are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Shaping Our Nation: How Surges of Migration
Transformed America and Its Politics giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Shaping Our Nation: How Surges of Migration
Transformed America and Its Politics. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to
bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Shaping Our Nation: How Surges of Migration
Transformed America and Its Politics in e-book can be your choice.

Allison Walters:

The actual book Shaping Our Nation: How Surges of Migration Transformed America and Its Politics will
bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique.
In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Shaping Our
Nation: How Surges of Migration Transformed America and Its Politics is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

William Pare:

This Shaping Our Nation: How Surges of Migration Transformed America and Its Politics is great guide for
you because the content which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we
can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in
it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Shaping Our Nation: How Surges of Migration Transformed America and Its
Politics in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
book that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Amy Smith:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Shaping Our Nation: How Surges of Migration
Transformed America and Its Politics as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was



created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In
other case, beside science book, any other book likes Shaping Our Nation: How Surges of Migration
Transformed America and Its Politics to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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