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Long before we began to speak of "public intellectuals," the ideas of "the public" and "the intellectual" raised
consternation among many European philosophers and political theorists. Thinking in Public examines the
ambivalence these linked ideas provoked in the generation of European Jewish thinkers born around 1900.
By comparing the lives and works of Hannah Arendt, Emmanuel Levinas, and Leo Strauss, who grew up in
the wake of the Dreyfus Affair and studied with the philosopher—and sometime National Socialist—Martin
Heidegger, Benjamin Aldes Wurgaft offers a strikingly new perspective on the relationship between
philosophers and politics.

Rather than celebrate or condemn the figure of the intellectual, Wurgaft argues that the stories we tell about
intellectuals and their publics are useful barometers of our political hopes and fears. What ideas about
philosophy itself, and about the public's capacity for reasoned discussion, are contained in these stories? And
what work do we think philosophers and other thinkers can and should accomplish in the world beyond the
classroom? The differences between Arendt, Levinas, and Strauss were great, but Wurgaft shows that all
three came to believe that the question of the social role of the philosopher was the question of their century.
The figure of the intellectual was not an ideal to be emulated but rather a provocation inviting these three
thinkers to ask whether truth and politics could ever be harmonized, whether philosophy was a
fundamentally worldly or unworldly practice.
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From reader reviews:

Karole Standley:

The publication untitled Thinking in Public: Strauss, Levinas, Arendt (Intellectual History of the Modern
Age) is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that
will be shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Thinking in Public:
Strauss, Levinas, Arendt (Intellectual History of the Modern Age) from the publisher to make you more
enjoy free time.

Virgina Scheffer:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Thinking in Public: Strauss, Levinas,
Arendt (Intellectual History of the Modern Age) can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You
are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Helen Rios:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Thinking in Public: Strauss,
Levinas, Arendt (Intellectual History of the Modern Age).

Arthur Warnick:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In this particular
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the Thinking in Public: Strauss, Levinas, Arendt (Intellectual History of the Modern Age) when you
necessary it?
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