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This book examines the exercise of power in the Stalinist music world as well as the ways in which
composers and ordinary people responded to it. It presents a comparative inquiry into the relationship
between music and politics in the German Democratic Republic and Poland from the aftermath of World
War II through Stalin’s death in 1953, concluding with the slow process of de-Stalinization in the mid-to
late-1950s. The author explores how the Communist parties in both countries expressed their attitudes to
music of all kinds, and how composers, performers, and audiences cooperated with, resisted, and negotiated
these suggestions and demands.

Based on a deep analysis of the archival and contemporary published sources on state, party, and
professional organizations concerned with musical life, Tompkins argues that music, as a significant part of
cultural production in these countries, played a key role in instituting and maintaining the regimes of East
Central Europe. As part of the Stalinist project to create and control a new socialist identity at the personal as
well as collective level, the ruling parties in East Germany and Poland sought to saturate public space
through the production of music. Politically effective ideas and symbols were introduced that furthered their
attempts to, in the parlance of the day, “engineer the human soul.”

Music also helped the Communist parties establish legitimacy. Extensive state support for musical life
encouraged musical elites and audiences to accept the dominant position and political missions of these
regimes. Party leaders invested considerable resources in the attempt to create an authorized musical
language that would secure and maintain hegemony over the cultural and wider social worlds. The responses
of composers and audiences ran the gamut from enthusiasm to suspicion, but indifference was not an option.
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Carlton:

The book Composing the Party Line: Music and Politics in Early Cold War Poland and East Germany
(Central european studies) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Composing the Party Line:
Music and Politics in Early Cold War Poland and East Germany (Central european studies)? Several of you
have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Composing the Party Line: Music and
Politics in Early Cold War Poland and East Germany (Central european studies) has simple shape however,
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and
read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Kay Young:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Composing the Party
Line: Music and Politics in Early Cold War Poland and East Germany (Central european studies), you are
able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Robert Reynolds:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is Composing the Party Line: Music and Politics in Early Cold War
Poland and East Germany (Central european studies) this publication consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he
makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

Martha Royal:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From



media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the Composing the Party Line: Music and Politics in Early Cold War Poland and
East Germany (Central european studies) when you desired it?
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