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A thoroughly original study of ephemeral architecture and design, Magnificent Entertainments examines the
spectacular displays created for large-scale public and private celebrations in the Georgian period. The book
focuses on a number of specific occasions - including elegant country fêtes, lavish galas, royal events and
historical commemorations - that employed elaborate decorative measures to outshine all other attractions
and diversions. It explores the role of leading architects Robert Adam and William Chambers as well as
members of the Royal Academy of Arts in creating exceptional party settings for royalty and aristocracy, and
adapting well-known public venues for one-night extravaganzas.
The author delves into the materials used for construction and embellishment throughout the period: artful
applications of dyed sugar, sand, marble dust or chalk lent lustre and colour to tables and floors, whilst
painted scenery and transparencies created from thousands of variegated lamps transformed existing venues
into unfamiliar marvels. Spectacular stand-alone firework temples and temporary reception rooms were often
crafted of little more than wood, canvas and paint.
Drawing on primary sources including personal letters, diary entries, bills and newspaper accounts, this book
investigates how successful these fanciful designs were in creating fleeting moments of delight with lasting
impact and popular appeal.
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From reader reviews:

William Deck:

Here thing why this kind of Magnificent Entertainments: Temporary Architecture for Georgian Festivals
(The Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as
food or not. Magnificent Entertainments: Temporary Architecture for Georgian Festivals (The Paul Mellon
Centre for Studies in British Art) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve
out there but there is no publication that similar with Magnificent Entertainments: Temporary Architecture
for Georgian Festivals (The Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art). It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
Magnificent Entertainments: Temporary Architecture for Georgian Festivals (The Paul Mellon Centre for
Studies in British Art) in e-book can be your substitute.

Arthur West:

Magnificent Entertainments: Temporary Architecture for Georgian Festivals (The Paul Mellon Centre for
Studies in British Art) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort
to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Magnificent Entertainments: Temporary
Architecture for Georgian Festivals (The Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art) yet doesn't forget the
main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Lucille Daulton:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Magnificent Entertainments: Temporary Architecture for
Georgian Festivals (The Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art) why because the fantastic cover that
make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic
as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Jean McCallum:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their leisure



activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Magnificent Entertainments: Temporary Architecture for Georgian
Festivals (The Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art) can make you experience more interested to
read.
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