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The stigmatization of mental illness in film has been well documented in literature. Little has been written,
however, about the ability of movies to portray mental illness sympathetically and accurately. People Like
Ourselves: Portrayals of Mental Illness in the Movies fills that void with a close look at mental illness in
more than seventy American movies, beginning with classics such as The Snake Pit and Now, Voyager and
including such contemporary successes as A Beautiful Mind and As Good as It Gets. Films by legendary
directors Billy Wilder, William Wyler, Alfred Hitchcock, Stanley Kubrick, Oliver Stone, Martin Scorsese,
Francis Ford Coppola, and John Cassavetes are included. Through the examination of universal themes
relating to one's self and society, the denial of reality, the role of women, creativity, war, and violence,
Zimmerman argues that these ground-breaking films defy stereotypes, presenting sympathetic portraits of
people who are mentally ill, and advance the movie-going public's understanding of mental illness, while
providing insight into its causes, diagnosis, and treatment. More importantly, they portray mentally ill people
as ordinary people with conflicts and desires common to everyone. Like the motion pictures it revisits, this
fascinating book offers insight, entertainment, and a sense of understanding.
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Bergeron:

The particular book People Like Ourselves: Portrayals of Mental Illness in the Movies (Studies in Film
Genres) has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book
was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This
book very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Eduardo Ford:

This People Like Ourselves: Portrayals of Mental Illness in the Movies (Studies in Film Genres) is great
guide for you because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate
word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole
facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having People Like Ourselves: Portrayals of Mental Illness in the Movies
(Studies in Film Genres) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous
one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this e-book
already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

James Jernigan:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of People Like Ourselves: Portrayals of Mental Illness in
the Movies (Studies in Film Genres) can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one
book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have People
Like Ourselves: Portrayals of Mental Illness in the Movies (Studies in Film Genres).

Joseph Carter:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and People Like Ourselves: Portrayals of
Mental Illness in the Movies (Studies in Film Genres) or even others sources were given know-how for you.
After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created
for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other
case, beside science e-book, any other book likes People Like Ourselves: Portrayals of Mental Illness in the
Movies (Studies in Film Genres) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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