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The vivid, dramatic images of distant stars and galaxies taken by the Hubble Space Telescope have come to
define how we visualize the cosmos. In their immediacy and vibrancy, photographs from the Hubble show
what future generations of space travelers might see should they venture beyond our solar system. But their
brilliant hues and precise details are not simply products of the telescope’s unprecedented orbital location
and technologically advanced optical system. Rather, they result from a series of deliberate decisions made
by the astronomers who convert raw data from the Hubble into spectacular pictures by assigning colors,
adjusting contrast, and actively composing the images, balancing the desire for an aesthetically pleasing
representation with the need for a scientifically valid one.

In Picturing the Cosmos, Elizabeth A. Kessler examines the Hubble’s deep space images, highlighting the
remarkable resemblance they bear to nineteenth-century paintings and photographs of the American West
and their invocation of the visual language of the sublime. Drawing on art history and the history of science,
as well as interviews with astronomers who work on the Hubble Heritage Project, Kessler traces the ways
that the sublime, with its inherent tension between reason and imagination, not only forms the appearance of
the images, but also operates on other levels. The sublime informs the dual expression—numeric and
pictorial—of digital data and underpins the relevance of the frontier for a new era of exploration performed
by our instruments rather than our bodies. Through their engagement with the sublime the Hubble images are
a complex act of translation that encourages an experience of the universe as simultaneously beyond
humanity’s grasp and within the reach of our knowledge.

Strikingly illustrated with full-color images, this book reveals the scientific, aesthetic, and cultural
significance of the Hubble pictures, offering a nuanced understanding of how they shape our ideas—and
dreams—about the cosmos and our places within it.
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Batchelder:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Picturing the Cosmos: Hubble Space Telescope Images and
the Astronomical Sublime. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important a new book Picturing the Cosmos: Hubble Space Telescope Images and the
Astronomical Sublime. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era,
we could open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you
feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Joshua West:

This book untitled Picturing the Cosmos: Hubble Space Telescope Images and the Astronomical Sublime to
be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you
can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it
by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this
publication from your list.

Joseph Navarro:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the publication untitled Picturing the Cosmos: Hubble Space Telescope Images
and the Astronomical Sublime can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Tom Rivera:

You can obtain this Picturing the Cosmos: Hubble Space Telescope Images and the Astronomical Sublime
by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-
date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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