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The Korean War, the Bay of Pigs, the Cuban Missile Crisis, Vietnam, Cambodia, Lebanon, El
Salvador, Grenada, Iran-Contra, Nicaragua, Panama, the Gulf War, Somalia, Kosovo, Afghanistan,
Iraq

What do these events and scores of others have in common? Each of these wars, incursions, invasions, and
covert actions was undertaken by the United States without the benefit of a declaration of war. Where
congressional sanction was sought, it usually took the form of a resolution, frequently issued after the fact.

Presidents at War is the first book to examine all of America's post-World War II military actions through
the lens of the president's authority as commander in chief. Author Gerald Astor analyzes the various
presidents' rationales for undeclared warfare, from Truman's citing of an international agreement (the United
Nations) to Eisenhower's domino theory, to Kennedy's defense of the Monroe Doctrine, to bald assertions of
authority by a commander in chief because of fears of communist expansion, threats to oil in the Middle
East, humanitarian concerns in the Balkans, or provocations by terrorists. Each commander in chief served as
a precedent for those who followed. Astor contends this cumulative process was accelerated by the
September 11, 2001, attacks that led to the war on terrorism, the invasion of Iraq to oust the cruel regime of
Saddam Hussein for his alleged possession of weapons of mass destruction, and the potential trampling of
civil liberties in the United States.

Has the president become free to take military action on the slightest whim? Is it now true that, as Richard
Nixon said, "If the president does it, then it is not illegal"? Is the Constitution obsolete? And does Congress
have the tools with which to curb this seemingly unbridled power? Read Presidents at War and find out.
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From reader reviews:

Ramona Johnson:

With other case, little folks like to read book Presidents at War: From Truman to Bush, The Gathering of
Military Powers To Our Commanders in Chief. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important a book Presidents at War: From Truman to Bush, The Gathering
of Military Powers To Our Commanders in Chief. You can add understanding and of course you can around
the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing
you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Morris Whitfield:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Presidents at War: From Truman to Bush,
The Gathering of Military Powers To Our Commanders in Chief book since this book offers you rich info
and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Rose Hilton:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Presidents at War: From Truman to
Bush, The Gathering of Military Powers To Our Commanders in Chief, you could enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Steven Holloway:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be
examine. Presidents at War: From Truman to Bush, The Gathering of Military Powers To Our Commanders
in Chief can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time
problems.
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