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Experts estimate that as many as 98,000 people die in any given year from medical errors that occur in
hospitals. That's more than die from motor vehicle accidents, breast cancer, or AIDS--three causes that
receive far more public attention. Indeed, more people die annually from medication errors than from
workplace injuries. Add the financial cost to the human tragedy, and medical error easily rises to the top
ranks of urgent, widespread public problems.

To Err Is Human breaks the silence that has surrounded medical errors and their consequence--but not by
pointing fingers at caring health care professionals who make honest mistakes. After all, to err is human.
Instead, this book sets forth a national agenda--with state and local implications--for reducing medical errors
and improving patient safety through the design of a safer health system.

This volume reveals the often startling statistics of medical error and the disparity between the incidence of
error and public perception of it, given many patients' expectations that the medical profession always
performs perfectly. A careful examination is made of how the surrounding forces of legislation, regulation,
and market activity influence the quality of care provided by health care organizations and then looks at their
handling of medical mistakes.

Using a detailed case study, the book reviews the current understanding of why these mistakes happen. A
key theme is that legitimate liability concerns discourage reporting of errors--which begs the question, "How
can we learn from our mistakes?"

Balancing regulatory versus market-based initiatives and public versus private efforts, the Institute of
Medicine presents wide-ranging recommendations for improving patient safety, in the areas of leadership,
improved data collection and analysis, and development of effective systems at the level of direct patient
care.

To Err Is Human asserts that the problem is not bad people in health care--it is that good people are
working in bad systems that need to be made safer. Comprehensive and straightforward, this book offers a
clear prescription for raising the level of patient safety in American health care. It also explains how patients
themselves can influence the quality of care that they receive once they check into the hospital. This book
will be vitally important to federal, state, and local health policy makers and regulators, health professional
licensing officials, hospital administrators, medical educators and students, health caregivers, health
journalists, patient advocates--as well as patients themselves.

First in a series of publications from the Quality of Health Care in America, a project initiated by the
Institute of Medicine
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From reader reviews:

Coleman Jones:

Inside other case, little people like to read book To Err Is Human: Building a Safer Health System. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book
To Err Is Human: Building a Safer Health System. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Michael Walker:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book To Err Is Human: Building a
Safer Health System. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Bryan Donovan:

The reserve untitled To Err Is Human: Building a Safer Health System is the guide that recommended to you
to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of To Err Is Human: Building a Safer Health System from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Peter Beaton:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
entire day to reading a reserve. The book To Err Is Human: Building a Safer Health System it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book.
You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
possesses high quality.
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