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Jane Addams was the first American woman to receive the Nobel Peace Prize. Now Citizen, Louise W.
Knight's masterful biography, reveals Addams's early development as a political activist and social
philosopher.  In this book we observe a powerful mind grappling with the radical ideas of her age, most
notably the ever-changing meanings of democracy.

Citizen covers the first half of Addams's life, from 1860 to 1899. Knight recounts how Addams, a child of a
wealthy family in rural northern Illinois, longed for a life of larger purpose. She broadened her horizons
through education, reading, and travel, and, after receiving an inheritance upon her father's death, moved to
Chicago in 1889 to co-found Hull House, the city's first settlement house. Citizen shows vividly what the
settlement house actually was—a neighborhood center for education and social gatherings—and describes
how Addams learned of the abject working conditions in American factories, the unchecked power wielded
by employers, the impact of corrupt local politics on city services, and the intolerable limits placed on
women by their lack of voting rights. These experiences, Knight makes clear, transformed Addams. Always
a believer in democracy as an abstraction, Addams came to understand that this national ideal was also a life
philosophy and a mandate for civic activism by all.

As her story unfolds, Knight astutely captures the enigmatic Addams's compassionate personality as well as
her flawed human side. Written in a strong narrative voice, Citizen is an insightful portrait of the formative
years of a great American leader.

“Knight’s decision to focus on Addams’s early years is a stroke of genius. We know a great deal about Jane
Addams the public figure. We know relatively little about how she made the transition from the 19th century
to the 20th. In Knight’s book, Jane Addams comes to life. . . . Citizen is written neither to make money nor to
gain academic tenure; it is a gift, meant to enlighten and improve. Jane Addams would have
understood.”—Alan Wolfe, New York Times Book Review

“My only complaint about the book is that there wasn’t more of it. . . .  Knight honors Addams as an
American original.”—Kathleen Dalton, Chicago Tribune
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From reader reviews:

William Gannaway:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Citizen: Jane Addams and the Struggle for
Democracy will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Roger Waldrop:

This Citizen: Jane Addams and the Struggle for Democracy book is not really ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you
will get. This particular Citizen: Jane Addams and the Struggle for Democracy without we realize teach the
one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Citizen: Jane Addams
and the Struggle for Democracy can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Citizen: Jane
Addams and the Struggle for Democracy having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will
not experience uninterested in reading.

David Bolds:

Citizen: Jane Addams and the Struggle for Democracy can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All
of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Citizen: Jane Addams and the
Struggle for Democracy however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Mary Gilbert:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Citizen: Jane Addams and the Struggle for Democracy. You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing
the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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