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An astonishing new portrait of a scientific icon

In this remarkable book, Adrian Desmond and James Moore restore the missing moral core of Darwin’s
evolutionary universe, providing a completely new account of how he came to his shattering theories about
human origins.

There has always been a mystery surrounding Darwin: How did this quiet, respectable gentleman, a pillar of
his parish, come to embrace one of the most radical ideas in the history of human thought? It’s difficult to
overstate just what Darwin was risking in publishing his theory of evolution. So it must have been something
very powerful—a moral fire, as Desmond and Moore put it—that propelled him. And that moral fire, they
argue, was a passionate hatred of slavery.

To make their case, they draw on a wealth of fresh manuscripts, unpublished family correspondence,
notebooks, diaries, and even ships’ logs. They show how Darwin’s abolitionism had deep roots in his
mother’s family and was reinforced by his voyage on the Beagle as well as by events in America—from the
rise of scientific racism at Harvard through the dark days of the Civil War.

Leading apologists for slavery in Darwin’s time argued that blacks and whites had originated as separate
species, with whites created superior. Darwin abhorred such "arrogance." He believed that, far from being
separate species, the races belonged to the same human family. Slavery was therefore a "sin," and abolishing
it became Darwin’s "sacred cause." His theory of evolution gave all the races—blacks and whites, animals
and plants—an ancient common ancestor and freed them from creationist shackles. Evolution meant
emancipation.

In this rich and illuminating work, Desmond and Moore recover Darwin’s lost humanitarianism. They argue
that only by acknowledging Darwin’s Christian abolitionist heritage can we fully understand the
development of his groundbreaking ideas. Compulsively readable and utterly persuasive, Darwin’s Sacred
Cause will revolutionize our view of the great naturalist.
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From reader reviews:

Aracely Schneider:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Darwin's Sacred Cause: How a Hatred of Slavery Shaped
Darwin's Views on Human Evolution. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important a book Darwin's Sacred Cause: How a Hatred of Slavery
Shaped Darwin's Views on Human Evolution. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country
right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could
know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Carmela Randle:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Darwin's
Sacred Cause: How a Hatred of Slavery Shaped Darwin's Views on Human Evolution suitable to you?
Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled Darwin's Sacred
Cause: How a Hatred of Slavery Shaped Darwin's Views on Human Evolutionis a single of several books
which everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you
will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Errol Garvin:

Typically the book Darwin's Sacred Cause: How a Hatred of Slavery Shaped Darwin's Views on Human
Evolution will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the
idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book
Darwin's Sacred Cause: How a Hatred of Slavery Shaped Darwin's Views on Human Evolution is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to
read the book.

Naomi Taylor:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Darwin's Sacred Cause: How a Hatred
of Slavery Shaped Darwin's Views on Human Evolution guide written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger
then you still hesitation Darwin's Sacred Cause: How a Hatred of Slavery Shaped Darwin's Views on Human
Evolution as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't
evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come



on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.
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