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The descendents of twentieth-century southern and central European immigrants successfully assimilated
into mainstream American culture and generally achieved economic parity with other Americans within
several generations. So far, that is not the case with recent immigrants from Latin America and the
Caribbean. A compelling case study of first- and second-generation Dominicans in Providence, Rhode
Island, Encountering American Faultlines suggests that even as immigrants and their children increasingly
participate in American life and culture, racialization and social polarization remain key obstacles to further
progress.

Encountering American Faultlines uses occupational and socioeconomic data and in-depth interviews to
address key questions about the challenges Dominicans encounter in American society. What is their
position in the American socioeconomic structure? What occupations do first- and second-generation
Dominicans hold as they enter the workforce? How do Dominican families fare economically? How do
Dominicans identify themselves in the American racial and ethnic landscape?

The first generation works largely in what is left of Providence’s declining manufacturing industry. Second-
generation Dominicans do better than their parents economically, but even as some are able to enter middle-
class occupations, the majority remains in the service-sector working class. José Itzigsohn suggests that the
third generation will likely continue this pattern of stratification, and he worries that the chances for further
economic advancement in the next generation may be seriously in doubt.

While transnational involvement is important to first-generation Dominicans, the second generation
concentrates more on life in the United States and empowering their local communities. Itzigsohn ties this to
the second generation’s tendency to embrace panethnic identities. Panethnic identity provides Dominicans
with choices that defy strict American racial categories and enables them to build political coalitions across
multiple ethnicities.

This intimate study of the Dominican immigrant experience proposes an innovative theoretical approach to
look at the contemporary forms and meanings of becoming American. José Itzigsohn acknowledges the
social exclusion and racialization encountered by the Dominican population, but he observes that, by
developing their own group identities and engaging in collective action and institution building at the local
level, Dominicans can distinguish themselves and make inroads into American society. But Encountering
American Faultlines also finds that hard work and hope have less to do with their social mobility than the
existing economic and racial structures of U.S. society.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Jakubowski:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Encountering
American Faultlines: Race, Class, and the Dominican Experience in Providence? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter
than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Paul Dixon:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole
day to reading a publication. The book Encountering American Faultlines: Race, Class, and the Dominican
Experience in Providence it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you
can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is
not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Donald Chen:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Encountering American Faultlines:
Race, Class, and the Dominican Experience in Providence can give you a lot of close friends because by you
taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information
that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people.
So , why hesitate? Let me have Encountering American Faultlines: Race, Class, and the Dominican
Experience in Providence.

Gene Lyons:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This publication Encountering American Faultlines: Race, Class, and the
Dominican Experience in Providence was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you
know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this



point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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