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While a student, Franz Kappus began sending his poetry to a young Rainer Maria Rilke, seeking his advice.
The resultant ten letters from Rilke, published after his death, contain words of luminous intimacy where
Rilke shapes the ecstasy of youthful desire into a consideration of how to live life deliberately. Becoming an
artist is an apprenticeship in solitude, seeking, and suffering. When initially asked by Herr Kappus whether
his verses are good, Rilke counters with the dismissal of all such outward concerns, and an admonition to go
inside oneself, to discover whether one’s poetic motives reach to the hidden recesses of the heart. For the
artist is on his own, alone, centered in his innermost depths. Rilke next speaks of surrounding oneself with
books, in which one may enter worlds of inconceivable greatness. In a subsequent letter he writes of the
artist’s vocation as one of growing into the spirit of childhood, where everything that happens is forever a
beginning. And he writes of moments of sorrow as a new thing entering us; and, unnoticed, becoming a part
of our very life-blood. For Rilke, art is a way of living: becoming a poet or an artist is not so much about
learning one’s craft as about becoming a certain kind of person. Act is preceded by being, so that an
unrestrained devotion to the creative process must proceed from the nurturing of patience and a deepening of
one’s interior life. An immense inner stillness, reaching through time, rightly precedes all efforts of artistic
creation. Developing as an artist is not measured by time or any external markers: “Being an artist means,
not reckoning and counting, but ripening like the tree, which does not force its sap, and stands confident in
the storms of spring without the fear that after them will come no summer. It does come. But it comes only to
the patient, who are there as though eternity lay before them....” This is a book to encounter in youth and
remain with into old age, a vade mecum in the school of artistic being and thoughtful living.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Hoffman:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Letters to a Young Poet. Try to make the book Letters to a Young Poet
as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course
make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Anh Huckaby:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the information
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Letters to a Young
Poet.

Joyce Murphy:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a book. The book Letters to a Young Poet it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to
deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The
price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Ralph Smith:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list is actually Letters to a Young Poet. This book that is qualified as
The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this
guide you can get many advantages.
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