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Government bureaucracies across the globe have become increasingly attuned in recent years to cultural
diversity within their populations. Using culture as a category to process people and dispense services,
however, can create its own problems and unintended consequences. In No Family Is an Island, a
comparative ethnography of Samoan migrants living in the United States and New Zealand, Ilana Gershon
investigates how and when the categories "cultural" and "acultural" become relevant for Samoans as they
encounter cultural differences in churches, ritual exchanges, welfare offices, and community-based
organizations.

In both New Zealand and the United States, Samoan migrants are minor minorities in an ethnic constellation
dominated by other minority groups. As a result, they often find themselves in contexts where the challenge
is not to establish the terms of the debate but to rewrite them. To navigate complicated and often unyielding
bureaucracies, they must become skilled in what Gershon calls "reflexive engagement" with the multiple
social orders they inhabit. Those who are successful are able to parlay their own cultural expertise (their
“Samoanness”) into an ability to subtly alter the institutions with which they interact in their everyday lives.
Just as the “cultural” is sometimes constrained by the forces exerted by acultural institutions, so too can
migrant culture reshape the bureaucracies of their new countries. Theoretically sophisticated yet highly
readable, No Family Is an Island contributes significantly to our understanding of the modern immigrant
experience of making homes abroad.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Aviles:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above.
Every person has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book No
Family Is an Island: Cultural Expertise among Samoans in Diaspora (Expertise: Cultures and Technologies
of Knowledge). All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Lisa Shumaker:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you do?
Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question since just their can do in which.
It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on jardín
de infancia until university need this kind of No Family Is an Island: Cultural Expertise among Samoans in
Diaspora (Expertise: Cultures and Technologies of Knowledge) to read.

Stephanie Carter:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This book No Family Is an Island: Cultural Expertise among Samoans in
Diaspora (Expertise: Cultures and Technologies of Knowledge) was filled with regards to science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various
feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to
read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Ronny Baird:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
With the book No Family Is an Island: Cultural Expertise among Samoans in Diaspora (Expertise: Cultures
and Technologies of Knowledge) we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get
creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life with that book No Family Is an Island: Cultural Expertise among
Samoans in Diaspora (Expertise: Cultures and Technologies of Knowledge). You can more pleasing than



now.
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