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During the early communist period of the 1950s, temple fairs in China were both suppressed and secularized.
Temples were closed down by the secular regime and their activities classified as feudal superstition and this
process only intensified during the Cultural Revolution when even the surviving secular fairs, devoted
exclusively to trade with no religious content of any kind, were suppressed. However, once China embarked
on its path of free market reform and openness, secular commodity exchange fairs were again authorized,
and sometimes encouraged in the name of political economy as a means of stimulating rural commodity
circulation and commerce.

This book reveals how once these secular "temple-less temple fairs" were in place, they came to serve not
only as venues for the proliferation of a great variety of popular cultural performance genres, but also as sites
where a revival or recycling of popular religious symbols, already underway in many parts of China, found
familiar and fertile ground in which to spread. Taking this shift in the Chinese state’s attitudes and policy
towards temple fairs as its starting point, The Market and Temple Fairs of Rural China shows how state-led
economic reforms in the early 1980s created a revival in secular commodity exchange fairs, which were
granted both the geographic and metaphoric space to function. In turn, this book presents a comprehensive
analysis of the temple fair phenomenon, examining its economic, popular cultural, popular religious and
political dimensions and demonstrates the multifaceted significance of the fairs which have played a crucial
role in expanding the boundaries of contemporary acceptable popular discourse and expression.

Based upon extensive fieldwork, this unique book will be of great interest to students and scholars of
Chinese religion, Chinese culture, Chinese history and anthropology.
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From reader reviews:

Avril Morris:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible
The Market and Temple Fairs of Rural China: Red Fire (Asia's Transformations)? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Jordan Moore:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense
happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The The Market and Temple
Fairs of Rural China: Red Fire (Asia's Transformations) is kind of guide which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

John Day:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more
time to be read. The Market and Temple Fairs of Rural China: Red Fire (Asia's Transformations) can be your
answer because it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Katie Mueller:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims The Market and
Temple Fairs of Rural China: Red Fire (Asia's Transformations).
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