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Speech act theory has taught us "how to do things with words." Arresting Language turnsits attention in the
opposite direction—toward the surprising things that language can undo and leave undone. In the eight
essays of thisvolume, arresting language is seen as language at rest, words no longer in service to the project
of establishing conventions or instituting legal regimes. Concentrating on both widely known and seldom-
read texts from avariety of philosophers, writers, and critics—from Leibniz and Mendel ssohn, through
Kleist and Hebel, to Benjamin and Irigaray—the book analyzes the genesis and structure of interruption, a
topic of growing interest to contemporary literary studies, continental philosophy, legal studies, and
theological reflection.

Beginning with an exposition of Holderlin's rigorous account of interruption in terms of the "pure word," in
which the event of representation alone appears, Arresting Language identifies critical momentsin
philosophical and literary texts during which language itself—without any identifiable speaker—arrests
otherwise continuous processes and procedures, including the process of representation and the procedures
for itslegitimization. The book then investigates a series of pure words: the fatal verdict (arrét) of divine
wisdom in Leibniz, the performance of Jewish ceremonial practicesin Mendel ssohn, the issuing of
unauthorized arrest warrants in Kleist, fraudulent acts of storytelling in Hebel, the eruption of tragic silence
and the "mass strike" in Benjamin, and the recurrence of angelic intervention in Irigaray.

At the center of thisvolumeisadetailed explication of Benjamin's effort to transform Husserl's program for
a phenomenological epoche into a paradoxically nonprogrammatic, paradisal epoche, by means of which the
structure of paradise can be exactly outlined and the Messianic moment—as the ultimate event of arresting
language—can at |ast appear to enter into its own.
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From reader reviews:
JaneKim:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are till students or it for all peoplein
the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't wish do that. Y ou must know how great and al so important the book Arresting
Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin. All type of book can you see on many resources. Y ou can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Kenneth Quisenberry:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guysthis particular aren't like that. This Arresting Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin book is readable
simply by you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
associated with Arresting Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin content conveys objective easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different
by means of it. So, do you nonetheless thinking Arresting Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Desiree Herdon:

This Arresting Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin is great book for you because the content which can be
full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute.
This book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only provides you
with straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Arresting
Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, datain it is not
ridiculous asingle. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this book
aready do that. So , thisredlly is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

Greg Christenson:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or
real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photos on there. Y eah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
Arresting Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin can make you feel more interested to read.
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