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The newest book in Avivah Gottlieb Zornberg’s award-winning series of commentaries on the hebrew bible.
 
The book of Numbers is the narrative of a great failure. What should have been for the Israelites a brief
journey from Mount Sinai to the Holy Land becomes a forty-year death march. Both before and after the
devastating report of the Spies, the narrative centers on the people’s desire to return to Egypt, to undo the
miraculous work of the Exodus. At its heart are speeches of complaint and lament, expressing a profound
existential skepticism. But by contrast, in the narrative of the book of Numbers that is found in mystical and
Hasidic sources, the generation of the wilderness emerges as one of extraordinary spiritual experience,
receivers of the Torah to the fullest extent, fed on miracles and nurtured directly by God: a generation of
ecstatic faith, human partners in an unprecedented conversation with the Deity. Drawing on kabbalistic
sources, the Hasidic commentators on the book of Numbers depict a people who transcend prudent
considerations in order to follow God into the wilderness, where their spiritual yearning comes to full
expression.
 
This view of the wilderness history invites us into a different kind of listening to the many cries of distrust,
lament, and resentment that issue from the Israelites throughout the book of Numbers. Is there a way to
integrate this narrative of dark murmurings, of obsessive fantasies of return to Egypt, with the celebration of
a love-intoxicated wilderness discourse? The question touches not only on the language the Israelites speak
but also on the very nature of human utterance. Who are these people? Who are we who listen to them? What
effect does the cumulative trauma of slavery, the miracles of Exodus, the revelation at Sinai, have on a nation
that is beginning to speak? In Bewilderments, one of the most admired biblical commentators at work today
posits fascinating answers to these questions through the magnificent literary, scholarly, and psychological
analysis of the text that is her trademark.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Conner:

The book Bewilderments: Reflections on the Book of Numbers can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing
like a book Bewilderments: Reflections on the Book of Numbers? Wide variety you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Bewilderments: Reflections on the Book of Numbers
has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Keith Cochran:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience happy read
one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Bewilderments: Reflections on
the Book of Numbers is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Tracy Rojas:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
will be Bewilderments: Reflections on the Book of Numbers.

Robert Howard:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Bewilderments: Reflections on the
Book of Numbers is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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