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For centuries, dyed fabrics ranked among the most expensive objects of the ancient Mediterranean world,
fetching up to 20 times their weight in gold. Huge fortunes were made from and lost to them, and battles
were fought over control of the industry. The few who knew the dyes’ complex secrets carefully guarded the
valuable knowledge. The Rarest Blue tells the amazing story of tekhelet, or hyacinth blue, the elusive sky-
blue dye mentioned 50 times in the Hebrew Bible. The Minoans discovered it; the Phoenicians stole the
technique; Cleopatra adored it; and Jews—obeying a Biblical commandment to affix a single thread of the
radiant color to the corner of their garments—risked their lives for it. But with the fall of the Roman Empire,
the technique was lost to the ages. Then, in the nineteenth century, a marine biologist saw a fisherman
smearing his shirt with snail guts, marveling as the yellow stains turned sky blue. But what was the secret?
At the same time, a Hasidic master obsessed with reviving the ancient tradition posited that the source wasn’t
a snail at all but a squid. Bitter fighting ensued until another rabbi discovered that one of them was
wrong—but had an unscrupulous chemist deliberately deceived him? Baruch Sterman brilliantly recounts the
complete, amazing story of this sacred dye that changed the color of history.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Johnson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want really feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the
Rarest Blue: The Remarkable Story of an Ancient Color Lost to History and Rediscovered is kind of book
which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Donald Hidalgo:

This Rarest Blue: The Remarkable Story of an Ancient Color Lost to History and Rediscovered are reliable
for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Rarest Blue: The
Remarkable Story of an Ancient Color Lost to History and Rediscovered can be on the list of great books
you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that
probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Rarest Blue: The Remarkable Story
of an Ancient Color Lost to History and Rediscovered giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Jeffrey Osburn:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is identified
as of book Rarest Blue: The Remarkable Story of an Ancient Color Lost to History and Rediscovered. You
can include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make
a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.

Virgil Santamaria:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Rarest
Blue: The Remarkable Story of an Ancient Color Lost to History and Rediscovered.
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