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In July 1997, twenty-five of America's most influential journalists sat down to try and discover what had
happened to their profession in the years between Watergate and Whitewater. What they knew was that the
public no longer trusted the press as it once had. They were keenly aware of the pressures that advertisers
and new technologies were putting on newsrooms around the country. But, more than anything, they were
aware that readers, listeners, and viewers — the people who use the news — were turning away from it in
droves.

There were many reasons for the public's growing lack of trust. On television, there were the ads that looked
like news shows and programs that presented gossip and press releases as if they were news. There were the
"docudramas," television movies that were an uneasy blend of fact and fiction and which purported to show
viewers how events had "really" happened. At newspapers and magazines, celebrity was replacing news,
newsroom budgets were being slashed, and editors were pushing journalists for more "edge" and "attitude" in
place of reporting. And, on the radio, powerful talk personalities led their listeners from sensation to
sensation, from fact to fantasy, while deriding traditional journalism. Fact was blending with fiction, news
with entertainment, journalism with rumor.

Calling themselves the Committee of Concerned Journalists, the twenty-five determined to find how the
news had found itself in this state. Drawn from the committee's years of intensive research, dozens of
surveys of readers, listeners, viewers, editors, and journalists, and more than one hundred intensive
interviews with journalists and editors, The Elements of Journalism is the first book ever to spell out —
both for those who create and those who consume the news — the principles and responsibilities of
journalism. Written by Bill Kovach and Tom Rosenstiel, two of the nation's preeminent press critics, this is
one of the most provocative books about the role of information in society in more than a generation and one
of the most important ever written about news. By offering in turn each of the principles that should govern
reporting, Kovach and Rosenstiel show how some of the most common conceptions about the press, such as
neutrality, fairness, and balance, are actually modern misconceptions. They also spell out how the news
should be gathered, written, and reported even as they demonstrate why the First Amendment is on the brink
of becoming a commercial right rather than something any American citizen can enjoy.

The Elements of Journalism is already igniting a national dialogue on issues vital to us all. This book will
be the starting point for discussions by journalists and members of the public about the nature of journalism
and the access that we all enjoy to information for years to come.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Austin:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible
The Elements of Journalism: What Newspeople Should Know and the Public Should Expect? Maybe it is for
being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you
can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Shawn Francis:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the guide untitled The Elements of Journalism: What Newspeople Should Know and
the Public Should Expect can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Sylvia Langley:

The reason? Because this The Elements of Journalism: What Newspeople Should Know and the Public
Should Expect is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will
distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the
book in such awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but
still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going
to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Michael Ogden:

This The Elements of Journalism: What Newspeople Should Know and the Public Should Expect is great
guide for you because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and
have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate
word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts
in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Elements of Journalism: What Newspeople Should Know and
the Public Should Expect in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous
one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but



this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?
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