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Presenting a vivid social history of “the new woman” who emerged in Japanese culture between the world
wars, The New Japanese Woman shows how images of modern women burst into Japanese life in the midst
of the urbanization, growth of the middle class, and explosion of consumerism resulting from the postwar
economic boom, particularly in the 1920s. Barbara Sato analyzes the icons that came to represent the new
urban femininity—the “modern girl,” the housewife, and the professional working woman. She describes
how these images portrayed in the media shaped and were shaped by women’s desires. Although the figures
of the modern woman by no means represented all Japanese women, they did challenge the myth of a fixed
definition of femininity—particularly the stereotype emphasizing gentleness and meekness—and generate a
new set of possibilities for middle-class women within the context of consumer culture.

The New Japanese Woman is rich in descriptive detail and full of fascinating vignettes from Japan’s interwar
media and consumer industries—department stores, film, radio, popular music and the publishing industry.
Sato pays particular attention to the enormously influential role of the women’s magazines, which
proliferated during this period. She describes the different kinds of magazines, their stories and readerships,
and the new genres the emerged at the time, including confessional pieces, articles about family and popular
trends, and advice columns. Examining reactions to the images of the modern girl, the housewife, and the
professional woman, Sato shows that while these were not revolutionary figures, they caused anxiety among
male intellectuals, government officials, and much of the public at large, and they contributed to the
significant changes in gender relations in Japan following the Second World War.
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From reader reviews:

Kelly Thompson:

The reason? Because this The New Japanese Woman: Modernity, Media, and Women in Interwar Japan
(Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for
you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the
other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to
hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Denise Dennis:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled The
New Japanese Woman: Modernity, Media, and Women in Interwar Japan (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics,
and Society) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe
unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then
become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The The New Japanese
Woman: Modernity, Media, and Women in Interwar Japan (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society)
giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Timothy Reed:

The New Japanese Woman: Modernity, Media, and Women in Interwar Japan (Asia-Pacific: Culture,
Politics, and Society) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put
every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The New Japanese Woman: Modernity, Media, and
Women in Interwar Japan (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) although doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
considering.

Richard Broderick:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This The New Japanese Woman:
Modernity, Media, and Women in Interwar Japan (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) is simple to



bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to
bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it.
You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.
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