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In The State of Southern Illinois: An Illustrated History, Herbert K. Russell offers fresh interpretations of a
number of important aspects of Southern Illinois history. Focusing on the area known as “Egypt,” the region
 south of U.S. Route 50 from Salem south to Cairo, he begins his book with the earliest geologic formations
and  follows Southern Illinois’s history into the twenty-first century. The volume is richly illustrated with
maps and photographs, mostly in color, that highlight the informative and straightforward text.

Perhaps most notable is the author’s use of dozens of heretofore neglected sources to dispel the myth that
Southern Illinois is merely an extension of Dixie. He corrects the popular impressions that slavery was
introduced by early settlers from the South and that a majority of Southern Illinoisans wished to secede.
Furthermore, he presents the first in-depth discussion of twelve pre–Civil War, free black communities
located in the region. He also identifies the roles coal mining, labor violence, gangsters, and the media
played in  establishing the area’s image. He concludes optimistically, unveiling a twenty-first-century
Southern Illinois filled with myriad attractions and opportunities for citizens and tourists alike.

The State of Southern Illinois is the most accurate all-encompassing volume of history on this unique area
that often regards itself as a state within a state. It offers an entirely new perspective on race relations,
provides insightful information on the cultural divide between north and south in Illinois, and pays tribute to
an often neglected and misunderstood region of this multidimensional state, all against a stunning visual
backdrop.

Superior Achievement from the Illinois State Historical Society, 2013
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Copeland:

This The State of Southern Illinois: An Illustrated History (Shawnee Books) book is just not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual
read a lot of information you will get. This particular The State of Southern Illinois: An Illustrated History
(Shawnee Books) without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry The State of Southern Illinois: An Illustrated History (Shawnee Books)
can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can
have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This The State of Southern Illinois: An Illustrated History
(Shawnee Books) having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Joseph Singleton:

The e-book with title The State of Southern Illinois: An Illustrated History (Shawnee Books) includes a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era
of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

Benjamin Deloatch:

The book untitled The State of Southern Illinois: An Illustrated History (Shawnee Books) contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all
the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The
author will take you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Donna Willeford:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book The State of Southern Illinois: An Illustrated
History (Shawnee Books) to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a
book and read it. Beside that the book The State of Southern Illinois: An Illustrated History (Shawnee
Books) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of



these time.
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