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When the actor Ted Danson appeared in blackface at a 1993 Friars Club roast, he ignited a firestorm of
protest that landed him on the front pages of the newspapers, rebuked by everyone from talk show host
Montel Williams to New York City's then mayor, David Dinkins. Danson's use of blackface was shocking,
but was the furious pitch of the response a triumphant indication of how far society has progressed since the
days when blackface performers were the toast of vaudeville, or was it also an uncomfortable reminder of
how deep the chasm still is separating black and white America?
In Racechanges: White Skin, Black Face in American Culture, Susan Gubar, who fundamentally changed the
way we think about women's literature as co-author of the acclaimed The Madwoman in the Attic, turns her
attention to the incendiary issue of race. Through a far-reaching exploration of the long overlooked legacy of
minstrelsy--cross-racial impersonations or "racechanges"--throughout modern American film, fiction, poetry,
painting, photography, and journalism, she documents the indebtedness of "mainstream" artists to African-
American culture, and explores the deeply conflicted psychology of white guilt. The fascinating
"racechanges" Gubar discusses include whites posing as blacks and blacks "passing" for white; blackface on
white actors in The Jazz Singer, Birth of a Nation, and other movies, as well as on the faces of black stage
entertainers; African-American deployment of racechange imagery during the Harlem Renaissance,
including the poetry of Anne Spencer, the black-and-white prints of Richard Bruce Nugent, and the early
work of Zora Neale Hurston; white poets and novelists from Vachel Lindsay and Gertrude Stein to John
Berryman and William Faulkner writing as if they were black; white artists and writers fascinated by
hypersexualized stereotypes of black men; and nightmares and visions of the racechanged baby. Gubar
shows that unlike African-Americans, who often are forced to adopt white masks to gain their rights, white
people have chosen racial masquerades, which range from mockery and mimicry to an evolving emphasis on
inter-racial mutuality and mutability.
Drawing on a stunning array of illustrations, including paintings, film stills, computer graphics, and even
magazine morphings, Racechanges sheds new light on the persistent pervasiveness of racism and exciting
aesthetic possibilities for lessening the distance between blacks and whites.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Brun:

With other case, little persons like to read book Racechanges: White Skin, Black Face in American Culture
(Race and American Culture). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important any book Racechanges: White Skin, Black Face in American Culture (Race and
American Culture). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign
or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you
can open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

John Bennett:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Racechanges: White Skin, Black Face in
American Culture (Race and American Culture) or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After
you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created
for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes Racechanges: White Skin, Black Face in American Culture
(Race and American Culture) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Patricia Steele:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something
by book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually
Racechanges: White Skin, Black Face in American Culture (Race and American Culture).

Tyrone Hogans:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. Within
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
find the Racechanges: White Skin, Black Face in American Culture (Race and American Culture) when you



desired it?
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