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It’s the fourth Wednesday of November, and Patrick Guthrie is giving thanks. He’s giving thanks that his
eight-year-old son, Braden, will finally have a procedure on his heart that will cure him of the same life-
threatening condition that took Patrick’s wife several years earlier. But when Patrick suddenly loses his job
teaching drama at a New York City high school, his already desperate financial situation becomes dire.
Rebecca Brody, a social worker, shows up at his door with a judge’s order for him to appear before the city’s
family court to determine if Patrick is financially fit, and Patrick realizes he is in danger of losing his son.

Patrick knows that he must somehow make it through the holiday season to a new job waiting for him in the
new year. He also knows that Ted Cake, his former father-in-law, blames Patrick so much for the death of
his daughter that he, a rich and disagreeable man, is the one pushing the city to call the custody hearing and
give the boy over to him. Now Patrick has only three weeks before Christmas to somehow make enough
money to pay his bills, present himself to the family court as a fit father, and keep Braden in his life.

It’s when Patrick sees a charming beggar on the subway dressed up as a crazy alien that he gets an idea. In
true Dickensian holiday spirit, Patrick makes use of his old acting skills and his love of

A Christmas Carol and takes to the streets in the guise of the Ghost of Christmas Present. Making a midtown
corner his performing stage, he begins to touch and change the lives of all those who come his way,
including Rebecca Brody and the bitter and heartbroken Ted Cake.

***

The train stopped at a station where the signs read Thirty-fourth Street. The doors opened and Patrick waited
for the commuters to disembark before he got off.

He walked to the stairs as the morning light from the street shone and the sounds of Broadway bounced
down into the station in echoing waves. He caught sight of himself in the plastic window of the token booth,
where the transit workers shook their heads at his appearance.

Perhaps he had gone too far with the costume. Perhaps he had gone too far thinking he should even attempt
this madness. Perhaps what was worst of all was thinking he could save the semblance of a life that he could
carve for himself with Braden.

Maybe Braden would be better off without him in his daily life. Maybe . . .

Patrick shook off the thought as the noise of Broadway waited for him above. He drew in a breath and
exhaled. “Into the breach, dear friends.”

He began to climb the stairs.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Richards:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Ghost of Christmas Present: A
Novel. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions or other
social media.

Sophia Whitfield:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be go
through. The Ghost of Christmas Present: A Novel can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you
actually who have those short free time problems.

Andy Breaux:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Ghost of Christmas
Present: A Novel which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Christopher Parker:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As
we know those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to
around the world. With the book The Ghost of Christmas Present: A Novel we can get more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book The Ghost of Christmas
Present: A Novel. You can more desirable than now.
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