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North Korea, despite a shattered economy and a populace suffering from widespread hunger, has outlived
repeated forecasts of its imminent demise. Charles K. Armstrong contends that a major source of North
Korea's strength and resiliency, as well as of its flaws and shortcomings, lies in the poorly understood origins
of its system of government. He examines the genesis of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK)
both as an important yet rarely studied example of a communist state and as part of modern Korean history.

North Korea is one of the last redoubts of "unreformed" Marxism-Leninism in the world. Yet it is not a
Soviet satellite in the East European manner, nor is its government the result of a local revolution, as in Cuba
and Vietnam. Instead, the DPRK represents a unique "indigenization" of Soviet Stalinism, Armstrong finds.
The system that formed under the umbrella of the Soviet occupation quickly developed into a nationalist
regime as programs initiated from above merged with distinctive local conditions. Armstrong's account is
based on long-classified documents captured by U.S. forces during the Korean War. This enormous archive
of over 1.6 million pages provides unprecedented insight into the making of the Pyongyang regime and fuels
the author's argument that the North Korean state is likely to remain viable for some years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Ella Cook:

The book The North Korean Revolution, 1945-1950 (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute,
Columbia University) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book The North Korean Revolution, 1945-1950 (Studies of
the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University)? A few of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you
can share all of these. Book The North Korean Revolution, 1945-1950 (Studies of the Weatherhead East
Asian Institute, Columbia University) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Randall Blake:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for people. The book The North Korean Revolution, 1945-1950
(Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) had been making you to know about
other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-
book The North Korean Revolution, 1945-1950 (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia
University) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become your friend when
you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship while using book The North Korean Revolution, 1945-1950 (Studies of the Weatherhead East
Asian Institute, Columbia University). You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Michael Beebe:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This The North Korean Revolution, 1945-
1950 (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) is simple to develop you can
read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring
the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your
smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jesus Gates:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books in
the top checklist in your reading list is definitely The North Korean Revolution, 1945-1950 (Studies of the
Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry



Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you
can get many advantages.
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