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Renowned evolutionary biologists Peter and Rosemary Grant have produced landmark studies of the
Galápagos finches first made famous by Charles Darwin. In How and Why Species Multiply, they offered a
complete evolutionary history of Darwin's finches since their origin almost three million years ago. Now, in
their richly illustrated new book, 40 Years of Evolution, the authors turn their attention to events taking place
on a contemporary scale. By continuously tracking finch populations over a period of four decades, they
uncover the causes and consequences of significant events leading to evolutionary changes in species.

The authors used a vast and unparalleled range of ecological, behavioral, and genetic data--including song
recordings, DNA analyses, and feeding and breeding behavior--to measure changes in finch populations on
the small island of Daphne Major in the Galápagos archipelago. They find that natural selection happens
repeatedly, that finches hybridize and exchange genes rarely, and that they compete for scarce food in times
of drought, with the remarkable result that the finch populations today differ significantly in average beak
size and shape from those of forty years ago. The authors' most spectacular discovery is the initiation and
establishment of a new lineage that now behaves as a new species, differing from others in size, song, and
other characteristics. The authors emphasize the immeasurable value of continuous long-term studies of
natural populations and of critical opportunities for detecting and understanding rare but significant events.

By following the fates of finches for several generations, 40 Years of Evolution offers unparalleled insights
into ecological and evolutionary changes in natural environments.
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From reader reviews:

Katherin Buerger:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book 40 Years of Evolution: Darwin's Finches on Daphne
Major Island. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important the book 40 Years of Evolution: Darwin's Finches on Daphne Major Island. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Rudy Hendren:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you reading
through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this 40
Years of Evolution: Darwin's Finches on Daphne Major Island, you can tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Faye Pearson:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
to you is 40 Years of Evolution: Darwin's Finches on Daphne Major Island this publication consist a lot of
the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Johnny Abel:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With
the book 40 Years of Evolution: Darwin's Finches on Daphne Major Island we can have more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best
book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book 40 Years of



Evolution: Darwin's Finches on Daphne Major Island. You can more inviting than now.
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